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rinal  check  on  crops  harvested  in  1939  indicates  that  production  of  all 
crops  for  food  and  feed  was  slightly  under  the  1938  level  but  above  the  10-year 
average  for  the  pre-drought  period  from  1923  to  1932.     Part  of  these  crops  already 
has  been  marketed  but  in  nearly  all  cases  they  also  will  be  the  major  source  of 
food  supplies  for  the  first  half  of  1940.     Outlook  for  individ-oal  food  products 
for  1940  nov7  stands  as  follows: 


Meats .     Total  supplies  during  1940  are  expected  to  be  substantially 
larger  than  in  1939.     Most  of  this  increase  is  expected  to  occur  in  pork.  Little 
change  is  in  prospect  for  beef  and  lamb,  but  larger  poultry  supplies  are  expected. 
In  the  case  of  poultry  and  beef,  supplies  during  the  first  ha.lf  of  1940  may  be  larger 
than  the  same  period  in  1939,  but  during  the  last  half  of  1940  supplies  probably 
will  be  below  their  1939  level.    Per  capita  production  of  federally  inspected  meats 
in  1940  v;ill  be  above  the  levels  of  recent  years  and  may  equal  the  pre-drought 
production  level  from  1929-1933. 

Eggs.  Supplies  during  the  entire  1940  season  are  expected  to  be  above 
their  1939  level.  The  size  of  laying  flocks  during  the  year  probably  will  be 
larger  than  in  1939. 

Dairy  Products.     Total  supplies  available  for  consumption  during  the 
winter  months  are  expected  to  be  considerably  smaller  trian  a  yea.r  earlier.  Milk 
production  may  not  differ  much  from  the  winter  of  1939,  but  stocks  of  dairy  pro- 
ducts arc  smaller  than  the;;-  were  last  year. 

Fresh  Pruits.    Apple  supplies  during  the  first  half  of  1940  may  not  differ 
much  from  last  year.     Grapefruit  supplies  are  expected  to  be  smaller  than  the 
record  supplies  of  a  year  ago  but  otherwise  the  second  largest  of  record.  Supplies 
of  oranges  probably  will  be  about  the  same  as  the  record  supplies  last  year.  Lemon 
supplies  most  likely  v/ill  be  slightly  below  their  1939  high  point,  but  still  will 
the  third  largest  supplies  vie^ve  had. 

Canned  Vegetables.     Total  supplies  for  the-  1939-40  season  are  considerably 
smaller  than  the  large  supplies  of  the  past  two  seasons,  but  are  larger  than  amounts 
consumed  in  any  recent  year.     Supplies  of  canned  tomatoes  probably  w^n't  differ 
nnich  from  a  year  ago,  but  decreases  are  in  prospect  for  canned  peas ,  canned  corn^ 
and  canned  string  beans. 

Nuts.     Total  supplies  are  expected  to  be  substantially  larger  than  last 
year.     Marked  increases  over  1939  are  in  prospect  for  almonds,  walnuts ,  filberts , 
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and  pecans.     The  almond  and  v;alnut  crops  just  harvested  v/ere  the  second  largest 
of  record  and  the  f  illiert  crop  v;as  of  record  large  size. 

Fats  and  Oils.     Supplies  are  expected  to  "be  substantially  larger  than  in 
1939,  and  may  he  the  largest  of  record.     Decreased  production  of  cottonseed  oil 
is  expected  to  he  more  than  offset  hy  Ip.rger  siipplies  of  lard  and  other  fats  and 
oils . 

Dried  Fruits.     Total  supplies  during  the  first  hr.lf  of  1940  may  he  larger 
than  last  year  and  considorahly  above  usual  domestic  requirements.    Prunes  and 
raisins  prohahly  won't  he  as  plentiful  as  last  year  hut  larger  supplies  of  dried 
apples  o-nd  apricots  arc  in  prospect. 

Canned  Fruits.  Supplies  for  marketing  the  first  h_alf  of  1940  are  ahout 
the  same  or  larger  than  Last  year.  Cherries  are  expected  to  ho  more  plentiful 
than  a  year  earlier  hut  supplies  of  peaches  and  pears  are  smaller. 

Dried  Beans  and  Rico.     Dried  hoans  prohahly  v/on't  ho  quite  as  plentiful 
as  they  were  during  the  first  half  of  1939,  hut  vrill  he  the  second  largest  supply 
of  record.     Slightly  larger  amounts  of  rice  arc  in  prospect  for  the  first  six 
months  of  this  year. 

Wheat.     Supplies  available  during  the  first  half  of  1940  prohahly  won't 
he  as  plentiful  as  they  were  in  1939  when  supplies  v/ere  at  high  level.  Supplies 
appear  to  he  more  than  ample  for  prospective  domestic  consiimption  and  exports, 
during  the  first  half  of  1940  and  a  large  carryover  at  the  end  of  the  marketing 
season  in  June  is  expected. 

First  strawberries  of  the  season  from  Florida  have  moved  to  market,  and 
seasonal  increases  in  supplies  are  expected  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 
Heavy  shipments  of  berries,  however,  usually  don't  got  underv/ay  until  late  March 
or  April.    Most  s  trav/berries  marketed  in  January,  February,  and  early  March  come 
from  Florida.    During  the  latter  part  of  March,  Louisiana,  the  largest  single 
strav/berry-producing  State,  starts  marketing  berries,  and  marked  increases  in 
shipments  generally  occur.    Estimates  of  prospective  production  in  Florida  are  not 
available  as  yet,  but  plantings  of  the  earliest  Florida  crop  are  reported  to  be 
20  percent  smaller  than  last  year  and  below  average. 

"SUKPLUS  AGEICLTLTURAIi  COM^IODITIES" 


No  change  was  made  in  the  list  of  foods  designated  as  surplus  agricultural 
commodities  under  the  Food  Stamp  Plan,  because  these  foods  are  abundant  in  supply. 
The  list  still  includes  these  commodities: 

BUTTER,  EGGS,  APPLES,  FRESH  PEARS,  ORAlvTGES,  GRAPEFRUIT,  RAISIHS, 
DRIED  PRmTES,  DRY  BEANS,  RICE,  OImIOHS  (except  green  onions), 
I'fflSAT  FLOUR,  FHOLE  WHEAT  (GRAHAM)  FLOUR,  CORIT  I-^LIO,,  HOMIi-TY  GRITS, 
PORK  PRODUCTS  (including  lard) 


There  have  been  no  major  changes  in  the  food  supply  outlook 
durin^i:  the  past  two  weeks.     Early  January  reports  indicate  that  egg 
and  milk  production  still  are  higher  tha.n  last  year  and  that  the 
strawberry  season  is  a  little  late  in  getting  nnderv/ay.     More  cattle 
a.nd  lamb  than  a  year  ago  are  reported  on  feed  for  marketing  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year.     Winter  vegetable  supplies  still  appear 
to  be  smaller  than  last  year.  ' 

Seasonal  increases  in  marketings  of  winter  vegetables  are 
expected  during  the  last  half  of  J3.m1a.Ty.     Harvesting  of  these  crops 
in  the  Southern  and  Par  Western  States,  the  source  of  fresh  vegetables 
in  the  winter  months,  now  is  ^mderway.     Total  supplies  probably  will 
be  slightly  smaller  than  last  year  even  though  they  will  be  considerably 
above  average.     Production  increases  over  1939  are  expected  in  snap  beans, 
beets,  carrots,  cauliflower,  and  celery .     But  decreases  from  1939  levels 
are  in  prospect  for  cabbage ,  lettuce ,  spinach,  and  the  earliest  crop  of 
new  potatoes. 

Strawberries  probably  won't  be  as  plentiful  as  they  were  last 
January  and  February.     Production  of  berries  in  Florida,  -^hich  is  the 
sole  source  of  supply  during  these  months  and  in  the  early  part  of  March, 
is  expected  to  be  nearly  a  third  smaller  thm  a  year  earlier.  Ordinarily 
strawberry  shipments  in  January  are  relatively  small.     Sut  this  year, 
shipments  to  date  have  been  unusually  smell  due  to  unfavorable . growing 
conditions. 

Potato  supplies  during  the  first  quarter  of  1940  most  likely  will 
be  smaller  than  they  were  a  year  ago.    Biit  during  the  second  quarter  of 
the  year  there  is  a  possibility  that  supplies  may  be  larger  than  in  1939. 
From  January  to  April,  supplies  consist  principally  of  old  potatoes  which 
come  from  storage  warehouses  in  the  northern  late  potato-producing  areas. 
During  the  second  quarter  of  the  year,  nev/  potatoes  from  the  Southern 
States  are  the  major  source  of  supply.     Storage  stocks  of  old  potatoes 
are  believed  to  be  smaller  than  they  were  last  year.     Estimates  of  new 
potato  production  for  19,40  are  not  available  as  yet,  but  it  is  probable 
that  southern  farmers  will  increase  their  acreage  this  year.     If  yields 
are  average  or  better,  larger  supplies  than  in  1939  are  in  prospect. 
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Bae  to  reduced  export  prospects  for  the  first  half  of  1940 
supplies  of  pears  and  apples  available  for  domestic  consumption 
are  expected  to  "be  larger  than  the  amount  used  in  this  country  during 
-the  same  period  of  1939.     This,  increase  prohahLy  will  he  more  marked 
in  the  case  of  apples  than  in  pears.    Pears  and  apples  marketed 
during  the  first  half  of  the  year  come  from  storage  stocks.  Current 
apple  stocks  are  ahout  the  same  as  a  year  ago,  but  pear  stocks  are 
smaller.    But  the  British  embargo  on  imports  of  fresh  pears  and  apples 
from  the  United  States  is  expected  to  curtail  considerably  o"'Jir  exports 
of  these  products,  and  to  leave  available  for  domestic  consumption  the 
fruit  ths,t  ordinarily  would  have  been  erported. 

Better  grade  beef  supplies  during  the  first  half  of  1940  probably 
will  be  more  plentiful  than  last  year.     The  number  of  cattle  on  feed  for 
market  on  January  1,  which  is  a  good  indicator  of  prospective  marketings 
of  better  grade  beef,  was  the  largest  in  recent  years  and  among  the  largest 
amounts  in  the  past  20  years.     fiCarketings  of  better  grade  beef  ordinarily 
increase  seasonally  during  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

Hog  supplies  during  the  current  marketing  year  which  ends  in  Sep- 
tember still  are  expected  to  be  considerably  larger  than  last  year,  rut 
in  the  hog  marketing  year  which  begins  October  1,  1940,   supplies  may  drop 
below  their  level  of  the  current  season.    A  seasonal  decrease  in  h-og 
marketings  is  in  prospect  after  the  end  of  this  month.     HoT.-ever,  sv^jplies 
from  January  through  March,  the  second  quarter  of  the  hog  marketing  season, 
are  expected  to  be  about  as  large  as  they  were  from  October  through  December. 

Most  of  the  increase  in  lamb  supplies  over  a  year  ago  which  is  ex- 
pected during  the  grain-fed  lamb  season  (December  through  April)  probably 
will  come  prior  to  March,     The  number  of  lambs  on  feed  for  market  on 
Januarj?-  1,  was  larger  than  last  January.     But  most  of  this  increase  in 
number  was  in  States  which  market  their  fed  Ir.nbs  early  in  the  season. 

Egg  production  has  continued  at  record  hi^rh  levels.     On  January  1, 
total  production  was  about  a  tenth  larger  than  last  year  and  40  percent 
above  the  average  production  level  of  the  past  10  years.     Tiie  outlook  for 
1940  still  is  for  larger  egg  supplies  than  last  year.     Egg  production 
ordinarily  increases  seasonally  during  the  first  part  of  the  year  and 
reaches  its  peak  in  April  or  May. 

Butter  production  in  recent  months  has  been  smaller  th?ja  last 
year  and  it  seems  likely  that  production  during  the  remainder  of  the 
winter  will  continue  smaller  than  a  year  earlier.     Production,  however, 
probably  will  be  above  the  average  level  of  recent  yeavs.     Milk  produc- 
tion has  been  larger  than  last  year.    But  larger  consumption  of  fluid 
milk  and  cream  than  last  year  probably  accounts  for  the  reduced  butter 
production.  Ordinarily  butter  prices  decline  during  the  first  half  of 
the  year.     This  year  the  seasonal  price  increase  has  continued  through 
January . 
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Outstanding  development  in  the  food  supply  situation  during 
the  last  mlf  of  Jamaary  was  the  unusually  cold  weather  v/hich  has  re- 
duced prospective  supplies  of  ci trus  fruits  and  winter  vegeta-hle s  ,  and 
has  checked  temporarily  the  seasonal  increases  'in  egg  and  milk  produc- 
tion which  generally  occur  at  this  time  of  the  year.     The  exact  extent 
of  the  damage  due  to  the  cold  spell  is  not  knovm  as  yet.    Damage  'due 
to  freezing  v;eather  is  difficult  to  meastire  "bocauso  no  two  frosts  are 
alike  and  each  crop  responds  differently  to  a  freeze.     However,  the 
major  effect  of  the  current  freeze  at  present  appears  to  he  a  mai'ked 
c-urtailraont  during  most  of  Teoruary  of  vegetable  shipments  from  the 
important  winter  vegetable  producing  areas  in  the  Southern  states. 
These  areas,  together  v/ith  California,  are  the  sole  domestic  source 
of  green  vegetables  during  the  v/intor  months. 

Vegetable  crops  in  Florida  and  Texa^r-  are  reported  to  have  been 
damaged  severely  by  the  cold  wave,  but  California  crops  wore  not  af- 
fected.    The  damage  to  crops  ivhich  v;ere  being  grown  for  harvest  in  the 
late  winter  probably  will  be  offset  to  some  extent  by  replantings,  which 
will  mean  a  later  marketing  season  for  these  crops.     But  in  cases  where 
crops  were  ready  for  shipment,  the  freeze  will  result  in  curtailment  of 
shipments  for  several  weeks  until  later  miaturing  crops  are  available. 
Prior  to  the  freeze,  production  of  winter  vegetables  was  expected  to 
be  slightly  smaller  than  last  year.     During  February,  Florida  is  an 
important  source  of  supply  for  snap  beans ,  new  cabbage,  celery,  green 
peas ,  green  peppers ,  nev  potatoes  and' tomatoc s .     Texas  furnishes  the 
bvilk  of  be e t s  and  spinach  and  large  quantities  of  cabbage  shipped  to 
market  in  February.    And  CoJifornia,  v/hich  was  not  affected  by  the  cold 
spell,  is  an  important  source  of  supplj'-  for  carrots ,  celery  and  lettuce . 

Latest  report  on  freeze  damage  issTied  by  the  Department  of  Agri- 
culture indicates  that   in  Florida  practically  all  tender  vegetables 
(such  as  green  peas ,  tomatoe  s ,  snap  beans ,  and  peppers)  v/ere  destroyed 
xvhile  the  vaove  h:u-'dy  crops  (such  as  celery  and  cabbage)  v;ere  damaged 
severely.     The  Florida  new  potato  crop  which  v/as  expected  to  be  ready 
for  shipment  in  mid-February,  also  v;as  destroyed.     Shipments  of  Florida 
strawberries  are  expected  to  be  limited  for  3  or  4  v/eeks  and  no  Florida 
tora8,toes  or  peppers  are  expected  to  move  to  market  in  February  and  all 
or  part  of  March.     In  Texas,  spinach  v/a,s  not  injured  by  the  freeze,  but 
the  growth  of  the  crop  was  retarded.     Beet  tops  v/ere  badly  damaged  but 
the  roots  escaped  injury.     Texas  cabba,ge  shipments  in  February  are  ex- 
pected to  be  reduced  because  the  freeze  split  cabbage  heads  and  caused 
leaves  to  turn  brown. 
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Citrus  fruits  in  ?lorido.  and  Texas  .?,lsc  are  reported  to  have  iDeen 
darnagod  severely  "by  the  freeze,  'hv.t  the  exact  extent  of  the  dacagc 
won't  he  knov/n  for  ahout  10  days.     ITo  crop  danage  has  "been  reported 
frora  California,  v/hich  produces  aLout  half  of  the  annual  orange  supply, 
and  all  domestic  leraous .    Prior  to  the  freeze  the  current  crops  of 
oranges  and  grapef rui t  v;ere  expected  to  he  the  second  largest  of  record, 
8.nd  considerably  aoovo  average.    Ahout  45  ryorccnt  of  the  grapefruit  crop 
v/as  expected  to  cone  froK  Florida,  and  an  .additional  40  percent  from 
Texas.     In  the  case  of  oranges,  Florida  production  was  expected  to  amount 
to  aoout  45  percent  of  the  total  crop  and  Texas  production  to  around  3 
percent. 

Increases  in  egg  and  butter  prices  which  often  occur  in  Janui\ry 
vrhen  the  weather  turns  very  cold,  ordinarily  are  temporary  price  increas- 
es.   As  soon  as  the  weather  turns  warmer,  egg  production  begins  to  in- 
crease seasonally  again.     Cold  v;eE,ther  gonei?'-lly  affects  egg  prices  more 
than  butter  prices.     This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  cold  v/eather  not  only 
reduces  egg  production  per  hen  but  delays  shipments  to  markets,  making 
it  difficult  to  obtain  top  grade  eggs. 

Onion  supplies  during  the  remainder  of  the  winter  are  expected  to 
be  larger  tlaan  last  year.     This  spring,  hov/ever,  there  are  prospects  of 
a  smaller  supply  tlian  in  1939.     I>aring  the  v/intor  months  onion  supplies 
consist  mainly  of  late  crop  onions,  harvested  in  the  fall  and  placed  in 
storage  for  marketing  up  through  the  spring  months  when  the  new  onion 
crop  becomes  ava.ilablc.     Storage  holdings  of  onions  on  Janu'^.ry  1  were 
about  a  fifth  larger  than  lo-st  yero"  and  the  Inrgcst  of  record.  The 
spring  onion  crop  probably  won't  be  as  large  as  a  year  ago  because  of 
a  reduced  acreage,  and  the  crop  may  be  a  little  later  thoji  usual  due  to 
recent  unfavorable  v;oather. 

Cabbage  supplies  during  February  probably  will  be  smaller  than 
they  were  a  year  ago.     During  this  month  supplies  consist  of  nev;  cab- 
bage from,  the  southern  states,  and  late  crop  cabbage  from  s tor-age  vrare- 
houses  in  the  northern  producing  areas.    Prior  to  the  freeze,  production 
of  the  earliest  maturing  varieties  of  now  cabb.%ge  was  cjrpected  to  be 
smaller  than  lo-st  yerx .     Stocks  of  late  crop  cabbage  on  Janu'^-ry  1  were 
reported  to  be  aboiit  half  their  1939  level,  and  the  third  smallest  on 
record.     New  cabbage  differs  from  late  crop  cabbage  in  color  ana  shape 
of  head.     New  cabbage  generally  has  smooth,  deep  green  leaves  and  the 
heads  are  conical  or  pointed.    Freshness  of  appearance,  which  is  an  im- 
portant quality  factor  to  check  in  buying  new  cabbage,  is  not  as  import- 
ant a  guide  in  buying  good  old  crop  cabbage. 

Except  for  citrus  fruits  and  v;inter  vegetables,  the  food  supply 
outlook  for  February  compared  to  a  year  ago  is  about  the  sane  as  the 
picture  in  January.     Poultry,  eggs ,  better  grade  beef,  pork  and  lamb 
are  expected  to  be  more  plentiful  than  last  February.     Smaller  supplies 
of  strawberries ,  butter  and  lower  grade  beef  than  in  1939  are  in  pros- 
pect.    Supplies  of  apples  and  pears  available  for  domestic  consiomption 
during  FebrunTy  and  the  rest  of  the  first  half  of  1940  arc  expected  to 
bo  larger  than  the  amounts  used  in  this  country  during  the  same  period 
of  1939.     Ordinarily  strawberries,  eggs,  butter,  and  better  grade  beef 
are  more  plentiful  in  February  than  in  January,  while  poultry  and  pork 
are  less  plentiful. 
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Outstanding  clomont  in  tho  food  supplj  situ;\t:lon  durinc  tho  first  hrdf 
of  February  again  was  the  reduced  supplies  of  orang^;; ,  grape  fruit ,  strav/berries , 
and  a  number  of  v/inter  vegetables  due  to  the  January  freeze.    The  retvirn  of 
warmer  weather  altered  tho  egg  and  milk  supply  situation,  and  production  of  those 
products,  which  had  been  checked  by  cold  weather,  resumed  its  ses.sonal  upward 
course.    No  change  occurred  in  the  meat  supply  outlook  and  it  still  appears 
that  meat,  particularly  pork,  v/ill  be  more  plontifi-l  tiian  last  February,  As- 
paragus season  is  expected  to  get  underv/ay  during  the  last  half  of  the  month 
jj  with  first  shipments  from  CaJ.ifcrnia, 

Nearly  8  million  boxes  of  oran^^s,  or  about  a  tenth  of  the  entire  crop, 
are  reported  to  have  been  destroyed  by  the  recent  freeze.    This  estimate  is 
preliminary  and  will  be  rccheckod  as  soon  as  tho  effects  of  the  freeze  becomci 
more  definitely  knov/n.    Bulk  of  tho  damage  to  oranges  occurred  in  Florida 
which,  prior  to  the  freeze,  was  expected  to  furnish  nearly  half  our  orange 
supply,    Florida  produces  two  major  crops  of  oranges,  early  or  midscason 
oranges,  most  of  which  are  shipped  prior  to  tho  end  of  February,  and  Valencia 
oranges,  which  comprise  the  bulk  of  Florida  shipments  from  FebiTiary  until 
the  Florida  season  ends  in  July,    The  freeze  is  estimated  to  have  damaged 
nearly  two-thirds  of  the  unharvested  early  and  midseason  oranges,  and  around 
a  third  of  the  Valencia  crop.    The  damage  to  the  remaining  Florida  crop  v/ill 
slightly  exceed  a  third,  for  nearly  all  of  the  early  and  mid-season  oranges 
have  been  shipped  and  Valencias  constitute  most  of  those  loft. 

Due  to  the  freeze  damage  it  appears  that  o range  supplies  available  for 
marketing  up  through  June  probably  v/ill  be  considerably  smaller  than  last  year. 
Supplies  from  California,  which  were  not  affected  by  the  freeze,  are  expected  to'lJe 
slightly  smaller  than  last  year..    But  the  reduction  in  supplies  is  expected  to  oc- 
cur mainly  in  Florida  oranges..     From  Ju.ne  to  October,  wh3n  the  bulk  of  ship- 
ments consists  of  California  Valencia  oranges,  supplies  probably  will  be  about 
the  same  as  a  year  ago. 

The  embargo  on  Florida  citrus  marketings  which  went  into  effect  on 
February  1,  to  prevent  shipment  of  frozen  citrus,  e.-q^ired  on  February  3, 
All  current  shipments  are  being  checked  by  Federal  and  State  inspectors  to 
insure  that  only  good  fruit  is  sold.    Marketing  regulations  adopted  under  a 
Federal  Marketing  Agreement,  now  permit  the  shipment  of  all  oranges  and  grape.- 
fruit  grading  U.  S,  No.  3  or  better.    Regulations  in  effect  prior  to  the  freeze 
permitted  only  oranges  and  grapefruit  grading  U,  S,  #2  or  better  to  be  shipped. 
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Grapefruit  production  was  reduced  nearly  6  million  "boxes  "by  the  freeze 
and  the  total  crop  now  is  ex;pected  to  "be  about  39  percent  smaller  than  last  year 
The  crop  damage  was  distrihutod  about  eciually  between  Florida  and  Texas.  Prior 
to  the  freeze  about  45  percent  of  the  1939-40  gro,pcfruit  crop  was  expected  to 
bo  produced  in  I'lorida,  and  an  additional  40  percent  in  Texas. 

Winter  ve get able  supplies  during  the  next  two  months  probably  will  be 
considerably  smaller  than  last  yeo.r,  and  well  bclov;  prospects  for  1940  prior  to 
the  freeze.     Some  of  the  acreage  destroyed  by  the  freeze  in  the  Southern  St-atcs 
has  boon  replanted,  but  these  crops  will  mature  later  than  usual.    As  a  result 
marketings  of  truck  crops  in  April  and  May  probably  v;ill  bo  unusually  heavy 
because  of  delayed  marketings  of  those  replanted  crops. 

The  winter  snap  bo  an  crop  in  Tlorida,  v;hich  is  the  principal  source 
of;  supplies  in  February,  March,  and  April,'  is  now  expected  to  be  about  half 
as  large  as  last  year,    Nearly  tv/o  million  bushels,  tv/o  thirds  of  the  crop, 
which  had  not  been  harvested  prior  to  the  freeze  were  destroyed  in  late 
January,    Conseo^uently  supplies  are  expected  to  be. extremely  limited  until 
the  acreage  that  v/as  replanted  following  the  freeze  is  available  for  harvest 
in  mid-March,  •       "       '  - 

'       ■■    About  40  percent  of  the  Texas  beet  crop,  the  principal  source  of  sup- 
plies from  February  through  April  was  destroyed  by  the  freeze.    Most  of  the  ; 
loss  was  duo  to  frozen  tops.    The  crop  now  is  expected  to  bo  about  a  third 
smaller  than  last  year  and  considerably  belov/  average. 

Strawberry  production  prospects  in  Florida  have  been  reduced  about  20 
percent  because  of  the  freeze,    Florida  ships  the  bulk  of  berries  marketed 
from  5'ebruary  throvigh  March;    The"  1940  crop  now  is  expected  to  be  only  about  ■ 
half  of  that  last  year  and  bolow  o.verage,  •  - 

Egg  and  milk  production  appears  to  have  resumed  its  seasonal  up\\fard 
cours'e  which  was  interrupted  temporarily  by  the  January  cold  spell.  Egg 
production  ordinarily  increa.ses  between  'January  1  and  February  1,  but  this    '  • 
year  production  dropped  shcarply.    While  milk  production  increased  during  the 
same  period,  the  gain  was  the  smallest  for  any  recent  year  except  1937, 

■  •  "SURPLUS  AC-RIGULTUIlAL-  COI#IOriTISS"  ■ 

No  change  has  been  made  recently  in'the  list  of  foods  designated  by  the 
Department  as  "Surplus  Agricultural  Commodities"  under  the  Food  Order  Stamp  Plan 
These  foods  are: 

APPLES,  FRESH  PSARS,  GEJ'vPEFEUIT ,  ORiVNG-FS,  BUTTER,  EGC-S ,  PORK  • 
-PRODUCTS  (including  lard),  DRY  SSiWS ,  DRIED  PRUIIES,  R^IISINS, 
■  •■  ONIONS,  WHEAT-  FLOUR,  WHOLE  VJKSAT  (graham)  FLOUR,  RICE,  HOMINY 
GRITS,  CORN  MEAL     ■  " 
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Seasonal  increase  in  'W'tut er  Tegetat>J-g-  -TUiiJ  ^  ^ ^  whiich  generally 
comes  in  March  probably  will  be  smaller  than  usual  this  year  due  to  the 
damage  caused  by  freezing  weather  in  late  January.     Strawberry  shipments, 
which  have  been  relatively  small  because  of  the  cold  spell,  are  expected 
to  show  some  increase  in  March  because  a  ncv/  set  of  berries  will  be 
available  for  shipment  but  berries  probably  won't  bo  as  plentiful  as  last 
year.     Supplies  of  citrus  fruits,  dairy  products,  and  most  vegetables  most 
likely  will  be  smaller  than  last  March.     But  the  outlook  is  for  much  more 
pork,  bettv^r  grade  beef,  eggs ,  and  poultry  (including  turkeys )  than  a  year 
ago . 

Additional  reports  on  the  extent  of  freeze  damage  to  v;intcr 
vegetable  crops  indicate  that  while  the  drimage  v/as  quite  extensive,  it 
was  not  as  large  as  soomed  probable  immediately  after  the  freeze  in  the 
co.sc  of  the  more  hardy  vcgoto.blos.     Domestic  supplies,  hovrever,  are  ex- 
pected to  be  considerably  smaller  than  last  year,  with  the  reductions 
most  pronounced  in  snap  beans  ,  peppers  ,  t onn.t o o s  ,  now  potatoes  ,  and 
cucumbers.     Cabbage  and  spinach  also  were  hurt  by  the  freeze  but  the 
freeze  dc'xnago  w.as  relatively  snail. 

A  small  acreage  of  snap  beans  in  Florida  is  reported  to  have 
escaped  with  but  slight  damage  during  the  cold  wave,  and  this  acreage 
will  be  the  source  of  limited  supplies  in  March.     About  the  end  of  March, 
and  during  April  snap  beans  from  acreage  replanted  after  the  freeze  will 
be  availo.ble,  and  increases  in  supplies  are  in  prospect.     There  are  no 
nearby  foreign  sources  which  can  ship  in  snap  beans  to  augment  the 
drastically  reduced  domestic  supplies. 

V/hile  supplies  of  Florida  tomatoes ,  cucumbers ,  and  peppers 
available  for  marketing  in  March  were  practically  wiped  out  by  the 
freeze,  supplies  of  these  products  from  foreign  countries,  principally 
Cuba,  will  be  available  in  markets  this  month.     In  the  case  of  tomatoes, 
domestic  supplies,  outside  of  small  shipments  from  California,  are  ex- 
pected until  April.     No  domestic  cucumber  supplies  are  expected  until 
April.     There  is  a  considerable  acreage  of  partly  frosted  loepper  plants 
in  poor  condition  in  Florida,  but  there  is  little  prospect  of  getting  a 
crop  from  these  plants.  / 

New  potato  marketings  this  month  probably  be  considerably 

smaller  than  last  year  due  to  the  freeze.    However,  supplies  of  old 
potatoes,  which  still  are  the  major  source  of  potato  supplies  in  March, 
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probably  vron't  differ  much  from  a  year  ago.     Ne'V  potato  supplies  in 
March  come  principally  from  Florida.     The  current  Florida  crop  is 
slightly  less  than  half  as  large  as  it  v/as  last  year. 

Marketings  of  aspr-ragus  are  expected  to  increase  seasonally  this 
month.    Asparagus  season  ordinarily  runs  from  late  Fobruary  or  early 
March  through  July.     In  March  and  April,  California  is  the  principal 
source  of  supply.     But  in  May  and  June  asparagus  comes  mainly  from 
eastern  producing  areas.     No  estimate  of  the  size  of  the  asparagus 
crop  in  California  is  available  as  yet.     Part  of  this  crop  is  canned, 
and  the  amount  available  for  shipment  to  markets  is  affect rd  by  cannery 
operations. 

Asparagus  ages  rapidly  after  it  is  cut.     The  fresher  the  stalks 
the  tenderer  they  are.    Fresh  stalks  arc  brittle  and  easily  punctured. 
Wilted  ones  have  spreading  tips.     '.'Tilted  stalks  often  may  be  freshened  by 
being  placed  in  water,  but  ordinarily  only  the  tips  are  edible.  V.niitc 
asparagus  is  said  to  have  a  milder  flavor  than  green  asparcvgus.  Both 
grow  from  similar  plants  but  the  grocn  asparagus  is  cut  after  the  whole 
stalk  grows  above  groujid  vrhcreo.s  v;hitc  asparagus  is  cut  when  the  tip  of 
the  growing  spear  appears  above  ground. 

There  have  been  no  further  official  reports  since  that  given  in 
the  last  issue  of  the  Market  Service  on  the  extent  of  citrus  damage 
caused  by  the  January  cold  spell.     Orange  and  g rap ef rait  supplies  this 
month  probably  v/ill  continue  smaller  tha.n  last  year.     The  amount  of 
grapefruit  available  for  market  during  the  remainder  of  the  currnet 
season,  still  is  expected  to  bo  about  35  percent  smaller  than  ln,st  year. 
Supplies  of  winter  oranges  available  for  marketing  between  February  and 
mid-May,  probably  will  bo  about  30  percent  less  than  a  year  ago. 

Peach  production  prospects  in  some  of  the  States  marketing  peaches 
primarily  in  August  and  September  are  reported  to  have  been  reduced 
drastically  by  the  January  cold  w-^ve.     Hov/ever,  it  is  still  too  early 
to  determine  the  exact  extent  of  the  dnjnagc. 

Meat  supplies  in  Mo.rch  probably  v/ill  be  considerably  Larger  than 
last  year.     Most  of  the  increase  is  expected  in  pork  and  better  grade 
beef,  but  poultry,   (including  turkeys)  also  will  be  more  plentiful. 
Smaller  supplies  of  lov;or  grade  beef  than  last  March  are  in  prospect  but 
lamb  supplies  may  not  differ  much  from  last  year.     Marketings  of  hogs, 
lamb,  and  poultry  ordina.rily  decrease  in  March  but  better  grade  cattle 
marketiiigs  increase.     Heavy  hog  slaughter  in  recent  months  has  resulted 
in  the  storage  of  large  quantities  of  lard,  and  lard  storage  holdings 
on  February  1,  were  the  largest  for  this  date  on  record. 

Milk  production  in  March  is  expected  to  continue  smaller  than  last 
year,  but  to  be  relatively  large  compared  v/ith  other  recent  years.  Storage 
stocks  of  manufactured  dairy  products  are  smaller  than  last  year  and  it 
appears  that  total  supplies  will  continue  below  their  1939  level.  Milk 
production  ordinarily  increases  seasonally  through  June. 
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Supplies  of  lima  teans,   snap  teans,  "beets,  cuciunlDers,  egg- 
pl an t ,  okra,  peppers,  squash,  and  tomatoes,  which  have  "been  relative- 
ly small  in  recent  weeks,  are  expected  to  continue  scarce  for  at 
least  another  month.     Unfavorable  weather  conditions  have  retarded 
the  growth  of  vegetable  crops  and  have  delayed  planting  for  spring 
and  summer  harvest.     These  conditions  are  expected  to  result  in 
later  than  iisual  marketings  of  many  vegetable  crops.  Consequently 
vegetable  supplies  in  April  are  expected  to  be  belov.'  "isual  levels, 
whereas  those  in  May  and  June  probably  will  be  unusually  large. 


Outlook  for  winter  gnd  spring  orange  supplies  has  been  revis- 
ed and  it  now  appears  that  the  decrease  'from  last  March,  April  and 
May  will  be  a  little  bigger  than  seemed  probable  a  m.onth  ago.  The 
estimate  of  Florida  winter  and  spring  orange  crop  has  been  revised 
domi^vard  by  about  2  million  boxes.     This  reduction,  however,  has  been 
partly  offset  by  an  increase  of  1.3  million  boxes  in  the  prospective 
winter  and  spring  crop  in  California.     The  outlook  for  summer  oranges, 
which  are  marketed  mainly  after  May,  has  not  changed  and  supplies 
still  are  expected  to  be  only  a  little  smaller  than  they  were  in  1939. 

Extremely  limited  domestic  suppl.ies  of  tomatoes  are  in  pros- 
pect for  the  remainder  of  this  month,  but  an  increase  in  supplies  is 
expected  in  April  when  spring  tomatoes  from  Florida  are  ready  for 
shipment.    Despite  this  seasonal  increase,  supplies  in  April  will 
be  much  smaller  than  last  year  since  the  acreage  for  harvest  in 
Florida  is  only  about  a  third  of  its  1939  level.-     Heavy  shipments  of 
these  Florida  spring  crop  tomatoes  are  not  expected  until  May. 

Uew  potato  supplies  are  expected  to  continue  relatively  small 
until  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  probably  won't  be  as  plentiful  as 
they  were  last  year.     Ordinarily  new  potato  supplies  increase  see„son- 
ally  at  this  time  of  the  year,  a.nd  by  mid-May  supplant  old  potatoes 
as  the  major  source  of  potato  supplies.     This  year  the  seasonal  in- 
crease in  March  and  ea.rly  April  probably  will  be  smaller  than  usual. 
Freezing  weather  severely  damaged  the  new  potato  crop  in  Florida 
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which  is  the  major  source  of  supply  during  March.  Unfavorable 
growing  conditions  are  expected  to  dela:/  marketings  of  new  pota- 
toes from  areas  which  ship  primarily  in  April.     The  outlook  for 
old  potato  supplies  has  not  changed  in  recent  weeks,  and  supplies 
still  are  expected,  to  he  about  the  same  as  they  were  last  March 
and  April, 

Strawberry  supplies  during  the  remainder  of  March  probab- 
ly won't  be  as  plentiful  as  thej'-  were  last  year.    But  during  Aioril 
si^pplies  may  not  differ  m\ich  from  their  1939  level.     In  April, 
Alabama,  and  Louisiana  replace  Florida  as  the  principal  source  of 
supply.     Supplies  ordinarily  increase  seasonally  as  strawberries 
become  available  from  more  producing  areas.     Louisia-na,  which  is 
the  largest  strawberry  producing  area,  markets  its  berries  usually 
from  mid-March  to  mid-lfey. 

Aspc  ragas  may  be  more  plentiful  thon  last  yerr,  during  the 
next  few  months.     Production  in  States  marketing  asparagus  at  this 
time  of  the  year  is  expected  to  be  about  a.  tenth  larger  than  in  1939. 
Bulk  of  this  early  asparagus  crop  comes  from  California.     Only  about 
one-third  of  the  California  crop  ordinarily  is  marketed  for  consump- 
tion in  fresh  state  and  the  amount  ta!:en  by  canneries  varies  consid- 
erably each  year.     Consequently  it  is  not  definitely  known  whether 
the  increase  in  production  this  year  will  result  in  larger  fresh  mar- 
ketings, or  larger  processing  operations. 

This  year's  spring  lamb  crop  is  not  expected  to  differ  much 
from  that  of  a  year  ago.     But  more  spring  lambs  than  a  year  ago  will 
be  available  for  m.arket  prior  to  July  1.     Spring  Irjnbs  generally 
start  moving  to  market  in  April  but  marketings  ordinarily  aren't 
large  until  May  or  June.     During  March  rnd  April,  v;hen  lamb  supplies 
consist  principally  of  grain-fed  lambs,  the  outlook  still  is  for 
slightly  smaller  total  lamb  supplies  than  last  year.     Lamb  supplies 
usually  are  smallest  during  the  spring  and  early  stimmer  months. 

A  seasonal  increase  in  pork  su-oplies  is  in  prospect  the  next 
month,  or  so  when  fall  pigs  start  moving  to  market.     Pork  supplies 
since  the  start  of  the  marketing  year  last  October  have  been  much 
larger  than  a  year  ago  due  to  a  big  spring  pig  crop.     The  fall  pig 
crop  likewise  is  larger  than  last  year.     Thus  it  appears  that  pork 
v;ill  continue  more  plentiful  than  a  year  ago  during  the  rest  of  the 
current  season. 

"SUEPLUS  AGRICULTURAL  COIvivIODITIES" 

No  change  has  been  made  recently  in  the  list  of  foods  designate 
by  the  Department  as  "Surplus  Agricultural  Commodities"  under  the 
Pood  Order  Stamp  Plan.     These  foods  are: 

APPLES,  FRESH  PEAP^ ,   GRAPEFRUIT,  OSAUGES; 
BUT'TER,  EGGS,  PORK  PRODUCTS  (including  lard) ; 
DRY  BEAIIS,  DRIED  PRUIGS ,  RAISII^^S.  OlficivS; 
ViTIEAT  FLOUR,   wEOLE  T7HEAT  (graham)  FLOUR,  RICE, 
HOMIIJY  GRITS,  CORI^'  MEAL. 
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Vegetable  supp  lies  during  April  are  expected  to  be  larger 
than  in  March,  but  supplies  in  general  probably  will  be  sm^iller 
than  they  T«'ere  a  year  ago.    Fart  of  the  sriring  vegetable  crops  that 
were  planted  for  April  m.nrkoting  were  destroyed  by  the  cold  spell 
early  this  year.    Farmers  replar.ted  many  of  these  crops,  but  un- 
favorable weather  conditions  have  delayed  their  growth.  Consequently, 
some  of  the  spring  vegetables  that  ordinarily  are  marketed  in  April, 
may  not  move  to  market  -iintil  May  this  year.    As  a  result  of  these 
delayed  marketings  and  lower  yields,  April  supplies  must  likely  will 
be  below  their  usual  levels. 

Most  of  the  seasonal  increase  in  domestically  produced  vege- 
table supplies  in  prospect  for  April  is  expected  to  come  during  the 
last  half  of  the  month.     Florida  ordinarily  is  the  principal  supply 
of  many  spring  vegetables  during  April.     Very  few  Florida  cucumbers , 
limited  supplies  of  Florida  toinatoes ,  and  relatively  small  supplies 
of  Florida  lima  beans,  are  expected  until  after  mid-April.  Some 
Florida  snap  beans,  in  limited  quantities,  may  be  available  during 
the  early  part  of  April.     Shipments  of  Florida  new  potatoes  probably 
won't  be  large  until  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

Outlook  for  meat  supplies  for  April  is  about  the  same  as 
that  for  March.     Better  grade  beef  and  pork  probably  will  be  more 
plentiful  than  last  April.     Biit  smaller  supplies  of  lamb  and  lower 
grade  beef  are  in  prospect.     First  spring  lambs  of  the  season  ?7ere 
marketed  in  March,  and  a  seasonal  incres.se  in  supplies  this  month  is 
expected.     The  seasonal  increase  in  hog  marketings  which  ordinarily 
occurs  each  spring  may  commence  during  the  latter  part  of  April,  or 
early  May. 

^Vui_t  supply  picttire  hasn't  changed  much  in  the  past  two  weeks. 
Orange  and  grapefruit  supplies  still  are  expected  to  be  much  smaller 
than  last  April.     Pears  and  apples  probably  will  be  more  plentiful 
than  a  year  ago.     Grange  supplies  during  April  consist  principally 
of  Florida  Valencia  and  California  Navel  oranges.     Beginning  in  May 
and  continuing  through  October,  most  of  the  orsjiges  marketed  are 
California  Valencias.     This  year's  crop  of  California  Valencias  is 
slightly  larger  than  the  1939  crop. 
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Asparagus  shipments  from  California  are  expected  to  reach 
their  season's  high  point  this  month.     Heavier  chipments  from  Georgia 
and  South  Carolina  also  are  in  prospect  for  April.     Bulk  of  asoarag'is 
marketed  in  April  comes  from  California.     The  California  crop  is 
larger  than,  last  year,  but  it  in  not  known  vyhether  this  increase 
will  result  in  ],arger  marketings  in  fresh  form,  or  larger  canning 
operations.     The  crop  in  C-eorgia.  is  a  little  smrller  than  last  year, 
but  a  "bigger  South  Carolina  crop  is  in  prosrject. 

Strawberries  are  expected  to  be  much  more  plentiful  in  April 
thp^n  they  were  in  March,     Louisian.:.,   the  largest  single  berry  pro- 
ducing State,   is  the  principal  source  of  strawberry  supplies  in  April. 
First  Louisiana  berries  moved  to  market  in  late  March,  and  production 
this  year  is  exipected  to  be  abo\it  the  same  as  last  year.     Pirst  ship- 
ments of  Alabama  berries  are  expected  to  reach  markets  early  this 
month  and  during  the  latter  part  of  April  hea-v^r  shipments  are  in 
prospect.     The  current  Alabajna.  crop  is  much  larger  than  last  year. 
Strawberry  shipments  from  Florida  are  exr^ected  to  continue  during 
the  first  part  of  April,  but  the  Florida  season  ordinarily  drav.'s  to 
a  close  in  April. 

EggT-  ordinarily  are  more  plentiful  in  April  than  any  other  month 
of  the  year.     This  April  supxAies  are  expected  to  be  considerably  lar- 
ger than  a  year  ago.     Due  to  recent  relatively  low  prices,   the  Federal 
Surplus  Commodities  Corporation  has  been  purchasing  eggs  for  distribu- 
tion to  people  on  relief. 

Poultry  su.pclies  in  April  probably  won't  be  as  large  as  they 
were  last  month,  but  they  most  likely  will  be  bigger  than  last  April. 
Ttie  outlook  is  for  more  turkey  and  fowl  (poultr:/  over  a  year  old) 
than  in  1939,  but  less  chickens.     First  chickens  from  the  1940  spring 
hatch  are  expected  to  move  to  market  in  May  and  a.  sea,sonal  increase  in 
supplies  is  in  prospect  during  May  and  June. 

J.^il_k  production  in  April  is  expected  to  continue  at  record  or 
close  to  record  high  levels.     Nevertheless  total  supplies  of  dairy 
products  -orobably  will  remain  sm.aller  than  a  year  ago  since  storage 
stocks  are  smaller  than  they  v/ere  in  1939.     In  Iviarch  evaporated  milk 
was  the  only  major  dairv  product  in  wliich  stocks  were  above  their 
1939  level.     In  view  of  the  prospective  large  milk  production  in  the 
next  few  hionths,  production  of  manufactured  dairy  products  is  likely 
to  continue  high  in  relation  to  most  recent  years. 
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Food  supply  picture  hasoiot  chsffg^TlmteTi^llj  during  the  past  two  weeks, 
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Supplies  of  beef,  p_ork,  egg's,  and  poultry,   during  \±e  next  two  v/eeks  still 
expected  to  be  above  their  1039  level  whereas  smaller  supplies  of  orang-es, 
f^rape  fruit,  new  potatoes,  lamb ,   spring  vegetrbles ,  and  butter  are  in  prospect. 
Little  change  from  levels  of'last  April  ic  e:-.pected  in  supplies  of  strawberries, 
Recent  developmonts  in  horti]ities  in  Europe  are  not  e^-pected  to  result  m 
any  iramedipte  cnange  in  e:q;)ort  prospects  lor  food  supplies  from  tue  United 
States,  and  thus  have  not  affected  the  food  supply  outlook. 

Prospects  for  small  exports  of  fOf.)d  sxj^TxLie_5  from  tne  United  States  to 
Europe  during  the  remainder  of  the  current  nar^teting  season  are  not  expected 
to  be  altered  by  the  German  occrqDa.tion  of  DeujEark.     In  recent  years  Denmark^ 
has  supplied  the  United  Kingdom  with  about  half  of  the  egi.s  and  cured  pork^it 
imported  and  with  about  one-fourth  of  its  butter  imports.     ?^ven  though  Danish 
supplies  now  are  cut  off,   there  is  little  imr.ediate  Drospect  that  exports 
from  the  United  States  will  be  needed  to  reiolace  them  to  any  great  extent. 
The  British  are  expected  to  rely  on  Snpire  sources        supply  or  on  stocks 
already  built  ud.     It  else  seems  likely  that  a  forced  further  reduction  in 
British  consumption  will  occur  before  sduition^l  foodstuffs  are  purchased 
from  the  United  States,  due  to  the  desire  to  conserve  do].lar  exchange. 

Unfavorable  weather  conditions  in  recent  weeks  have  further  curtailed 
production  of  spring  vegetable  crops,'  and  the  outlook  still  is  for  smrlior 
total  su-oulies  than  last' year.     But  a  seasonal  increase  in  supDliea  during  the 
last  half  of  this  month,  as  well  as  in  May,  is  expec  bed.  •  Supplies  of  l_iiiia 
beans,  bermuda  onions ■  and  2?as  are  expected  to  be  only  abo'it  half  as  large 
rT'they~\-/pre  last  spring  while  snap  bean  sut^plies  probably  -"ill  be  about  25 
percent  smaller.     Sli^-ht  decreases  in  W^age  ^nd  celery  supplies,  and  in- 
creases of  aro\md  10  percent  in  spinach,  carrot,  and  beet  supplies  also  are 
in  prospect. 

New  potato  supr^liPs  during  tbe  last  half  of  this  month  are  expected 
to  be  larger  than  they  were  the  past  two  weeks.     However,  supplies  probaoly 
will  continue  smaller  than  they  were  in  ].939.     Ordinarily  supplies  of^old 
potatoes  decrease  seasonally  at  this  time  of  the  year,  as  the  season  dxaws 
to  a  close,  whereas  supplies  of  new  potatoes  increase.     Due  to  the  late 
maturity  of  the  new  potato  crop  this  year  there  is  some  possibility  that ^ 
marketings  may  not  increase  at  a  fast  enough  rate  to  offset  fully  thp  eff<=ct 
of  decreasing  supplies  of  old  potatoes. 
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Asparagus  shipments  from  California,  v/here  most  of  tlie  supply  now 
bein^  marketed  is  produced,  appear  to  have  reached  their  peak  in  early  April, 
and  3,re  expected  to  decrease  seasonally  during  the  remainder  of  the  month. 
New  Jersey  crop,  which  is  an  importe.nt  source  of  snpply  in  May  and  June,  is 
reported  to  he  maturing  later  than  usual,  and  first  shipments  a.re  not  e>rpected 
until  ahout  the  first  of  Inaj.     The  California  crop  availahle  for  canning  and 
marketing  in  fresh  state  is  larger  thaji  last  year.     No  report  on  the  size  of 
supplies  for  May  and  June  marketing  is  available  as  yet,  hut  the  acrea,ge 
plcanted  in  areas  shipping  during  these  months  is  slightly  larger  than  in  1939. 

S  bra.-vherry  s\xpplies  during  th'3  remainder  of  April  and  in  May  probably 
won't  differ  much  from  last  year.     Shipments  from  Louisitaia,  the  most  im- 
portant source  of  supply  during  the  last  half  of  April,  are  expected  to  reach 
their  peaJ:  in  about  a  v/eek.     During  the  last  half  of  the  month  berries  will  be 
available  also  from  AlBbajna,   Georgia,  South  Carolina,  North  Ca.rolina,  and 
Arkansas.     Ordinarily  berry  supplies  increase  v/eekly  at  this  time  of  the 
year,  and  reach  their  peak  in  the  latter  part  of  May  or  early  June. 

Ca,nt?:',loups  probably  von't  be  as  plentiful  as  they  were  last  April, 
May,  and  Jane.     Supplies  during  this  period  come  primarily  from  the  Imperial 
Valley  in  California.     No  report  on  production  prospects  is  available  as  yet, 
but  in  view  of  a  20  percent  reduction  in.  acreage  from  1939,  smaller  supplies 
seem  probable.     Cantaloup  season  ordinarily  r-ons  from  A-oril  through  October, 
and  California.,  shipments  are  heaviest  in  June. 

Large  hOi,  marketings  in  recent  months  have  resulted  in  accumulation 
of  unusually  big  storage  holdings  of  lard.     On  Aioril  1,  lard  storage  stocks 
amounted  to  270  million  pounds,  the  la.rgest  they  have  ever  been  on  the  first 
of  any  month.     Stocks  were  more  than  twice  as  large  as  a.  year  ago ,   and  sub- 
stantially above  April  levels  of  recent  years.     Due  to  these  large  stocks, 
and  the  prospect  of  large  hog  marketings  during  the  remainder  of  the  ciirrent 
season,  the  Federal  Surplus  Commodities  Corporation  has  been  purchasing  lard 
for  distribution  to  people  on  relief. 

"SUKPLUS  AGHICITLTIHAL  COMi:ODITIIS" 

Onions  have  been  removed  from  the  list  of  foods  designated  by  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  as  "surplus  agricilt'iir?!  commodities"  "'onder  the 
rood  Staiiip  Flan.     The  season  for  late  crop  onions,  which  were  harvested  la.st 
fall  and  stored  for  ma.rketing  in  the  winter  ajid  early  spring  months  is 
nearing  its  end.     Dae  to  shortened  supplies  oi  these  onions,  and  prospects 
for  a  delayed  m.arketing  of  a  small  spring  onion  crop,  onion  prices  have  ad- 
vanced sharply  recently.     The  16  commodities  still  designated  as  "surplus," 
are  as  follows; 

FSAKS,  APPLES,  CPANGSS,  GEAFEF3iUIT; 

FJTTEH,  Z.GGS,  FOEIC  FHODUCTS  ( including  Lard)  ; 

DRIED  FEin>]ES,  DRIED  3  SAINTS  ,  PAIS  INS; 

CORN  IviEAL,  HOMINY  GRITS,  RICE,  ^^lEAT 

FLOUR,  ""HOLE  T7HEAT  (Graham)  FLOUR. 
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YLSPi±]-^'ll'  production,  v;hich  has  1)00X1  hampered  "by  unfavorable 
weathnr  tlJ  1  yoar,  nuxTorod  mother  setback  in  mid-April  due  to  a 
cold  v/av3  of  severe  intenjuty.    These  lo\/  tcmpero.tures  also  are  reported 
to  have  damaged  the  3-eorf?ia  peach  crop,  ;:ource  of  raost  of  the  table 
variety  of  peaches  which  arc  marketed  from  May  to  July.    Extent  of  the 
damage  to  the  peach  croiD  is  not  laiown  definitely  as  yet. 

A  marked  inrprovernert  in  the  tor.ato  supply  sitiia.tion  is  in  pror^pect 
for  May  primarily  after  the  middle  of  the  month.     Sujjplies  in  May  are 
exjoected  to  be  lar;^~er  than  in  April  but  vjon' t  be  as  plentiful  as  they 
were  last  year.    This  seasoral  increase  is  expected  to  co.T,e  mainly  after 
May  10,  when  harvesting  of  the  crop  in  the  lo'/zer  Rio  G-rando  Valley  of 
Texn.3,  and  in  North  Florida  gets  underway.    These  supplies  will  augrient 
those  now  moving  from  the  Imperial  Valley  of  CrJ.iforr.ia.     The  crop  in 
prospect  for  these  three  areas  is  e.'criocted  to  be  abou.t  15  percent  smaller 
than  last  year,    Sm.all  supplies  of  tomatoes  in  recent  v/ecks  have  been 
the  result  of  unfavorable  vreather  conditions  v/hich  reduced  production 
in  South  Florida,  principal  domestic  source  of  supply  from  January  to 
Kay  to  about  one  third  Its  usual  level,  and  delayed  the  start  of  harvest 
of  the  crop  to  Liid-April, 

Outlook  for  ve^^e table  supplies  as  a  group  for  May  still  is  for 
supplies  smaller  than  a  :'ear  apjo  even  though  supplies  are  ex^^ected  to 
be  above  their  April  level.    The  decreases  are  expected  to  be  more 
pronounced  in  the  tender  iteris  than  in  the  more  ha,rd;'  vegetables. 


Variety  of  fresh  fruits , 


berries ,  and  melons  available  in  markets 


ordinarily  increases  in  May  as  new  items  start  moving  to  markets.  In 
the  fruits,  cherries  and  peaches  are  the  new  additions.    Blueberries , 


hue kleberries 


of  strav/berri es , 


dewberries , 


blackberries ,  and  raspberries  augToent  supplies 
First  v;aterm&lonc  of  the  season  generally''  move  to 
market  in  May,  but  this  year  tlie  season  is  several  v/eeks  late  due  to 
unfavorable  weather. 

Shipments  of  California  Valencia  oranges  have  increased  in  recent 
weeks  and  further  sea,sonal  increases  in  supplies  are  expected  until 
marketings  reach  their  peak  in  June  and  July.    These  ora.nges  a,re  the 
major  source  of  supply  in  May,  and  from  June  through  October  comprise 
the  bulk  of  ora,ngo  marketings.     Supplies  of  both  Florida  oranges  and 
California  navels  decrease  seasonally  at  this  time  of  the  year.  The 
season  for  navels  ordinarily  ends  in  June,  whereas  Florida  marketings 
run  through  July.    The  Florida  season  may  end  a  little  earlier  than 
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usual  this  year  due  to  the  supply  re'-luction  caused  "by  the  January  freeze. 
Outlook  still  is  for  smaller  sup-oHes  ox  Florida  oranges,  ahotit  the  s£..ie 
supplies  of  navels,  but  slightly  larger,  supplies  of  California  valencias 
than  last  year, 

Florida  grapef rul t  season  is  dravring  to  a  close.    Supplies  in  May 
ordinarily  are  helcw  April  levels,  and  then  drop  off  sharply  in  June  and 
July,    During  the  sumrfier  months,  grapefruit  continue  to  be  available  in 
markets  but  they  come  mainly  from  California  or  are  imported.  Supplies 
during  May  are  still  expected  to  be  smaller  than  last  year. 

Strawberries  may  not  be  quite  as  plentiful  as  they  were  during 

the  first  tv;o  weeks  of  May  last  year.    The  cold  wave  in  mid-April  damaged 

the  crop  in  areas  shipping  primarily  in  this  period,  curtailed  production, 
and  thus  resulted  in  a  shift  in  the  outlook. 

First  fresh  corn  of  tho  ses.scr.  ordinarily  moves  to  market  in  i-'Iay, 
but  this  year  first  shipments  are  exp.ected  to  bo  several  weeks  later 
than  usual.    Fresh  corn  season  gonorally  runs  from  May  through  October, 
with  su};pli3s  m.ost  plentiful  in  Aug^ist. 

Source  of  asparavus  suj^plies  shifts  to  The  Northern  producing  states 
in  May.    Shipments  from  California,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  v;hich 
supplied  markets  in  April  have  reached  their  peak  and  are  expected  to 
decline  in  May, 

Butter  supplies  in  May  are  e:cpected  to  continue  smaller  than 
a  year  ago.    Supplies  generally  increase  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year,  with  the  peak  ordinaril,'/  being  reached  in  June. 

Plentiful  meat  siipplics  is  the  o->.tlGok  for  May,    Not  only  are 
supplies  of  pork  and  better  grade  boef  expected  to  be  above  their  level 
of  a  year  ago,  but  also  larger  supplies  of  lamb  are  in  prospect.  Most 
of  the  increase  in  supplies  over  1959  still  is  e^rpoctcd  to  occur  in  perk. 
Meat  slaughter  in  Mo.y  is  generally  larger  than  in  April. 

Egg  supplies  this  month  may  not  equal  their  April  peak  level, 
but  they  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  lo.st  year.    The  outlook  nov/  is 
for  egg  supplies  to  drop  belov/  their  1937  level  during  the  last  half 
of  this  year. 


May  15,  1940. 


Outlook  for  fruit  supplies  for  1940, or  avern.ge  supplies  of  aprjl  e  s , 
cherries ,  grapes ,  pears ,  and  plums ,  and  below  average  supplies  of  apricots  and 
peaches .     Orange  supplies  through  the  early  summer  are  still  expected  to 
continue  smaller  than  last  year,  "but  during  the  later  summer  months  they  pro- 
hahly  will  be  more  plentiful  than  in  1939. 

Vegetable  supply  situation  has  not  cha.nged  materially  in  the  past  two 
weeks.     Supplies  still  are  expected  to  remain  below  last  year's  relatively 
high  level  during  the  rest  of  May  and  in  J\ine.     But  during  this  period, 
seasonal  increases  in  supplies  are  in  prospect. 

Asparagus  supplies  during  the  rest  of  the  season,  which  ends  in  July, 
are  expected  to  be  more  plentiful  than  last  jee.r.     Production  in  the  States 
which  ship  asparagus  during  this  jjeriod  is  about  10  percent  larger  than  last 
year.     Washington  State  and  New  Jersey  are  the  two  principal  sources  of  supply 
of  late  crop  asperagus. 

Seasonal  increase  in  new  potato  supplies  is  in  prospect  during  the 
rest  of  May  and  the  early  part  of  June.     Supplies  during  this  period  may  be 
slightly  larger  than  last  year.     Season  for  old  potatoes  is  drawing  to  a  close, 
and  remaining  supplies  are  being  used  up  rapidly. 

Melon  supplies  during  the  last  half  of  May  s-re  not  expected  to  come 
up  to  last  year's  level.     Cantaloup  production  in  California,  which  is  the 
principal  source  of  supply  in  Ma;^  and  June,  is  about  one-fourth  smaller  than 
in  1939.     IVatermelon  production  in  California  ?nd  Florida,  which  furnish  most 
of  the  watermelons  shipped  prior  to  July,  is  slightly  larger  than  last  year. 
The  production  increase  over  1939  is  entirely  in  Florida.     However,   the  Florida 
crop  is  maturing  later  than  usual.     First  shipments  from  Florida  a,re  not  ex- 
pected until  about  the  first  of  June.     First  California  watermelons  v/ere 
shipped  in  early  May. 

Peach  supplies  during  June  and  July  probably  will  be  considerably 
smaller  than  last  year.  Supplies  during  this  period  come  mainly  from  the 
southern  States,  with  Georgia,  Arkansas,  Texas,  South  Carolina,  and  North 
Carolina,  the  leading  sources.  Due  to  unfavorable  weather,  the  crop  in 
this  area  is  expected  to  be  about  30  percent  smaller  than  last  year,  and 
belov/  average.  First  Georgia  peaches  are  expected  to  be  shipped  the  end 
of  May. 
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Strawberry  supplies  ordinarily  reach  their  peak  in  late  May  or  early 
June;     During  the  early  part  of  the  current  season  supplies  were  smaller 
than  last  year.     It  now  seems  likely  that  supplies  during  the  last  half  of 
May  will  he  larger  than  in  1939,     Strawberry  season  generally  ends  in  July, 
with  June  being  the  last  month  of  heav;^'"  shipments. 

Pack  of  canned  vegetables  this  year  may  exceed  that  in  1939,  in  view 
of  larger  prospective  crops  of  vegetables  for  canning.     Current  stocks  of 
canned  vegetables  remaining  from  the  1939  pack,  however,  are  smaller  than  a 
year  ago.     It  is  too  early  as  yet  to  determine  how  total  supplies  will  compare 
v/ith  last  year. 

Chicken  supplies  are  expected  to  increase  seasonally  during  the  next 
two  months  as  marketing  of  broilers  and  fryers  from  this  year's  spring  hatch 
gets  under  v/ay.     Dae  to  a  smaller  hatch  than  last  year,  and  to  smaller  storage 
holdings,  supplies  this  spring  and  summer  probably  will  be  considerably  smaller 
than  last  year.     Pirst  broilers  from  the  spring  hatch  ordinarily  are  available 
in  May,  while  fryers  start  moving  to  market  in  June.     Even  though  chicken 
supplies  this  month  v/ill  be  smaller  than  last  year,  supplies  of  turkeys  and 
fowl  are  expected  to  be  above  1939  levels. 

"SUEPLUS  AGKICTJL TUBAL  COIvaiODITIES" 

ITo  change  was  made  during  the  pa,st  month  in  the  list  of  foods  designated 
as  "surplus  commodities"  under  the  Food  Stamp  Plan.     On  May  15,  the  foods  in- 
cluded in  this  list  v/ere: 

PEAHS,  APPLES,  0EAFGS3,  GPAPEFPUIT; 
BUTTEH,  EGGS,  POPJ:  PUCDUCTS  ( including  Lard) ; 
DRIED  PPUITES,  DRIED  BEANS,  PailSIl.'S; 
CORIJ  MEAL,  HOMIITY  GRITS,  PJCE,  "THExlT 
ELOUH,  ^.VKOLE  ^AT  (Graham)  FLOUR,  . 


mm 


Frun t  supplies  this  sirainor  r.ay  not  bo  as  lar^'e        last  year.  Con- 
siderably sinaller  crops  of  early  peaches,  apricotg,  v-V^d  sweet  cherries 
than  in  1939,  are  expected.     The  plum  a.nd  rrape  crops  are  expected  to  be 
only  about  average  in  sir.e.     However,'  California.  Valencia  oranges  probably 
will  be  mere  plentiful  than  last  year.     Pirst  apricots,  peaches,  and  plv^ins 
of  the  season  raovod  to  market  during  the  last  T^cek  an  I.lay,  and  seasonal 
increases  in  supplies  are  e^rpected  in  June.     Cherry  shipments  from  Calif- 
ornia are  expected  to  reach  their  tcnrjon.-al  peaJc  this  month.     G^rape.  ship- 
ments ordinarily  do  not  conncnca  until  lato  June  or  early  July,  Market- 
ings of  California  Valencia  orangop  ufnially  are  hea.vicst  in  June  and  July, 
and  then  decline  throu^;h  Fovcmbpr. 

Export  prospects  for  farm  siipolisa  have  been  further  reduced  by  the 
spread  of  v/ar  in  Sirope.     A  relatively  small  volume  of  exports,  bclov'  usual 
levels,   is  in  prospect  for  the  next  few  months. 

Marketings  of  fresh  vegetables  have  increased  seasonally  in  recent 
■*?eoks  and  a.  further  seasonal  cxpansiion  is  in  prospect  during  Juno  and  July. 
Itespite  this  seasonal  increase,  June  supplies  in  general  proba.bly  will  be 
below  their  1933  level.     Tho  acreage  planted  to  vegetables,  Y/hicn  will  be 
ready  for  marketing  during  this  period,   is  slightly  smaller  thcji  last  year. 
Sna.p  beans,  cucumbers,  ca.bbage,   celery,  egg  plant,  onions  and  peppers  are 
not  expected  to  be  as  plentiful  as  thoy  rere  last  June,     5-at  larger  supplies 
of  asparagus ,  carrots ,  lettuce,  green  pea.s,   spina-ch,  and  tomatoes  than  in 
1939  a„re  in  prospect.     These  l-apply  prospects  Ircfcr  to  the  United  States  in 
generaJ..     In  some  ra'cas,  the  supply  situation  m^ay  differ  from  the  general 
picture  due  to  local  conditions. 


Tom.rto  supplies,  "rhich  \yero  rola.tivoly  small  up  until  a.  month  ago, 
arc  expected  to  increase  substanti rlly  in  June,  aaid  may  be  larger  tha.n  a, 

in  June.     Sup'olics  during  this  month  come 

and  Louisiana, 
Hea.vy 


year  ago  after  the  first  week 

principally  from  Texas,  Mississippi,  Georgia,  South  CfLrolina, 
and  the  crop  in  these  States  is  about  4  percent  larger  than  last  year, 
shipments  from,  these  States  are  expected  about  June  10. 


ITew  potato  supplies  in  Jujie  and  July  may  be  som.ewhat  larger  than  last 
year.     But  this  increase  will  be  partly  offset  by  the  fact  that  remaining 
stocks  of  old  potatoes  are  amaller  than  in  1939,     Potato  crops  are  matiiring 
several  weeks  later  than  usuaJ.,     There  is  some  possibility  that  maj-ketings 
from  several  states  ma.y  overlap  in  June  and  result  in  unusually  hcav;^  mar- 
ketings during  a  par-ticulaj-  week. 

( OVSH) 
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Snaller  supplies  of  cr.ntnl oups,  "but  lo^r-or  supplies  of  i,7rterm elons, 
thn.n  in  1979,  are  expected  in  June.     Cantrloup  supplies  during  June  come 
mainly  from  Cj^Jifornia  whereas  Ilorida  is  tlie  principrl  source  of  watermelon 
sup"olies,     California  ordinarily  ships  more  cantaloups  in  June  than  in  an.y 
other  nonth  of  the  year. 

StrawDerry  supplies  during  the  remainder  of  the  season,  which  ends  in 
July,  may  oe  slightly  larger  than  in  1933,     Supplies  are  expected  to  decrease 
seasonally  d.uring  the  last  half  of  June  and  in  July, 

Market  supplies  of  peaches  during  June  snd  July  prooahly  will  "be 
considoraoly  smaller  than  last  year,'    Supplies  during  this  period  come 
principally  from  the  southern  States,     Production  in  those  States  is  nearly 
a  third  hclow  1939, 

Heat  supply  outlook  has  not  chaiiged  in  recent  months,  and  the  prospect 
still  is  for  supplies  in  June  to  be  much  larger  than  in  1939,    Host  of  the 
increase  over  a  year  ago  prohohly  will  he  in.  pork,  "but  larger  supplies  of 
lamh  rJid  "better  grade  "beef  also  are  expected,    marketings  of  hogs,  "better 
grade  cattle,  and  early  lam."bs  in  June,  are  expected  to  "be  larger  than  they 
were  last  m.onth. 

Poultry  sv.pplies  in  June  pro"ba"bly  will  be  smaller  than  in  1939,  but  eggs 
may  be  slightly  more  plentiful  than  last  June.     ]3aring  June,  poultry  supplies 
ordinarily  increase  seasonally  due  to  heavier  marketings  of  chickens  from'  the 
spring  hatch.     "Egg  marketings,  however,  usually  are  below  their  Hay  level, 

I.-Iilk  production  generally  roaches  its  seasonal  high  point  in  Jiuae  and 
then  declines  monthly  during  the  remainder  of  the  year.     This  June,  pro- 
duction probably  will  be  larger  than  last  year,     3uttcr  sup;olics  probably 
will  continue  smaller  than  last  June,  due  to  reduced  storage  stocks,  Hor/ever, 


evaporated  milk  m.ay  be  more  plentifvl  than  a  yeajr  a-go,  due  to  record  high 
production  and  record  high  s  torage  stocks  in  recent  months. 
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Food  supplies  available  lor  aome"S"tn"«""5onsumption  during  the 
current  season  (July  1,  1939  oo  Ju'ie  30,  1940)  have  turned  out  to  he 
larger  than  seemed  prohable  last  fall.    Each  extension  of  the  war  has 
tended -to  ciirtail  e:cports,  and  thereby  added  to  the  amounts  available  . 
for  use  in  the  United  States.    The  recont  spread  of  war  to  the 
Mediterranean  area  has  ph-tit  off  practically  all  the  I>j.ropoan  continental 
market  to  American  farmers. 

Vogo table  productior  in  areas  shipping  m.ainly  in  Juno  is  expected 
to  be  about  2  percent  smaller  than  last  year's  large  supplies,  but  about 
12  percent  above  average.     Source  of  vegetable  supplies  at  this  time  of 
the  year  shifts  to  marfct  gardens  located  near  consuming  areas.  During 
the  summer  months  these  market  gardens  produce  an  important  part  of  total 
vegetable  supplies.    Production  information  for  all  these  gardens  is 
not  available,  and  hence  it  is  not  jjossible  to  determine  vrith  accuracy 
vegetable  supplies  during  the  summer  months. 

A  record  crop  of  sour  cherries  is  in  prospect  for  this  year. 
However,  total  production  of  all  varieties  of  cherries  probably  v/ill 
be  slightly  sr.aller  than  tlie  bumper  1959  crop,  due  to      reduction  in 
sweet  cherry  production.    Cherry  season  ordinarily  runs  from  May  to  . 
August ,  • 

Poach  supplies,  which  have  been  relatively  small  to  date,  are 
expected  to  increase  sharply  next  week  v/hen  heavy  marketings  from  the 
Southern  States  commence.    Hov/ever,  supplies  probably  will  be  much 
smaller  than  last  year  due  to  a  smaller  crop.    The  Southern  States 
are  "bhe  major  source  of  peach  supplies  in  June  and  July. 

Pear  production  this  year  probably  will  be  slightly  smaller 
than  last  year's  large  crop,  but  the  crop  is  expected  to  be  the 
third  largest  of  record.    About  tv/o-thirds  of  our  annual  j^ear  supplies 
come  from  the  Pacific  Coast 'States  —  California,  Washington  and 
Oregon,    The  '/Jaahington  and  Oregon  crops  are  "larger  than  last  year, 
but  a  smaller  ^jrop  is  in  prospect  for  California,    Pirst  shipments 
of  pears  from  the  1940  crop  are  -oxpoctod  to  move  to  market  during 
early  July,  '  ''      '     '  '         "  "  '  . 

Apricot  supplies  this  summer  are  dxpectcd 'to  be  considerably 
smaller  than  last  year,    -The  1940  crop  in  "California,  source  of 
most  of  our  ajiricots,  is  the  smallest  since  1920,  and  is  only  about 
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one-third  as  large  as  last  year* 4    Apricots  ordinarily  are  marketed 
between  June  and  August,  and  supplies  usually  are  heaviest  in  July* 

Plum  production  in  California,  source  of  most  plum  supplies, 
is  ahout  the  same  as  last  year.    The  early  plum  crop  is  no\-j  "being 
harvested  and  supplies  are  expected  to  increase  seasonally.  Marketing 
season  for  pluins  extends  from  May  to  October.    Shipments  from  Cali- 
fornia usually  are  heaviest  in  July  and  August. 

Lard  supplies  continue  to  pile  up  in  cold  storage,  and  on 
June  1,  storage  stocks  reached  a  neiv  high  level  of  284  million  poimds. 
Current  stocks  are  more  than  tv/ice  as  large  as  the  average  for  June  1 
and  for  a  year  ago.    Ordinarily,  lard  stocks  increase  during  the  first 
half  of  the  year,  hut  the  increase  this  year  has  been  unusually  large. 

Pork  supplies,  during  the  remainder  of  the  1939-40  season, 
which  ends  in  September,  probably  will  continue  to  be  more  plentiful 
than  last  year,    Hov/evcr,  the  increase  over  1939  levels  is  not 
expected  to  be  as  large  as  it  xvas  during  the  first  8  months  of  the 
season.    During  the  1940-41  season,  pork  supplies  are  expected  to 
be  below  their  current  levels. 

Poultry  and  egg  supplies  during  the  last  half  of  1940 
probably  won't  be  as  plentiful  as  they  v/cre  last  year.    The  reduction 
in  supplies  v;ill  be  primarily  the  result  of  the  scalier  hatch  this 
year.    Poultry  supplies  ordinarily  increase  monthly  during  the  last 
half  of  the  year  and  reach  their  peak  in  December,    3gg  marketings, 
however,  usually  decline  through  November. 

"SiraPLUS  AGRICULTURAL  COMMODITIES" 

Three  fruits  have  been  dropped  and  six  vegetables  added  to 
the  list  of  comaioditios  designated  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture 
as  "Surplus  Commodities"  under  the  Pood  Stamp  Plan.    The  fruits 
removed  from  the  list  (apples,  pears,  and  grapefruit)  are  no  longer 
considered  as  being  available  in  surplus  quantities,  because  their 
season  is  nearly  over.    The  vegetables  added  v/ere  designated  as 
surplus  items  only  in  certain  areas  during  the  period  June  10-30. 

Items  included  on  the  list  on  June  15  were  as  follows: 

BUTTER,  SGCS,  PORIv  PRODUCTS  ( including  Lard) ; 
DRIED  PRUISS,  DRIED  BSAl^^S,  PA.ISINS; 
com  MEAL,  HOMIilY  C-RITS^  RICE,  WHEAT 

FLOUR,  VraOLE  I'JHEilT '  (Graham)  PLOUR; 
ORANGES, 

PE.1S  iilJD  Ci\3BAG-E  (Conn,,  Del.,  Maine,  Md,,  Mass.,  N.  H.,  F.  J.,'n.  Y,, 

Pa,,  R,  I.,  Vt,,        Va,,  Va.,  and  Dist.  Col.) 
PEAS  Am  SPIHACH  (111.,  Ind.,  Iowa,  Kans.,  Ky, ,  Mich,,  Minn,,  Mo,, 

Nebr,,  N,  Dak.,  Ohio,  S,  Dak.,  and  VJis.) 
CilBBAGE  ^liiD  Ci\RROTS  (Ala,,  Ark.,  Pla.,  Ga.,  La,,  Miss.,  N,  C,  Ckla,, 

S,  C,  Tenn.,  and  Tex,) 
SNi\P  BEGINS,  BEETS,  C^JIROTS,  C.VBBAGE  iHJD  SPII^CH  (Ariz,,  Cal.if.,  Colo,, 

Idaho,  Mont,,  Nov.,  IT.  M.,  Oreg.,  Utah,  Ivash.,  and  'iyo 
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Total  food  suppiifes  1  supplies  available  fot*  domestic  consumption 
and  exports)  during  the  last  half  of  1940  probably  won't  be  as  large  as 
last  ye&r.    Last  year  supplies  were  relatively  large,  and  considerably 
above  average.    This  year's  reduction,  therefore,  does  not  mean  that  there 
will  be  any  shortages  of  food.    On  the  other  hand,  present  indications  point 
to  ample  supplies  of  most  foods  compared  v;ith  recent  years.  Furthorraoro, 
if  exports  continue  at  present  low  levels  supplies  available  for  use  in  the 
United  States  may  differ  very  little  from  the  amounts  consumed  last  year. 

Changes  in  total  supplies  of  major  foods  during  the  last  half  of 
1S40,  compared  with  a  year  ago  arc  as  follows: 

Increases:    Pork,  better  grade  beef,  lard,  cheese,  evaporated  milk, 
summer  oranges . 

Decreases:    Lov/or  grade  beef,  poultry,  e  ggs ,  canned  fruits ,  dried 
fruits ^  canned  vegetables,  fresh  vegetables,  fresh  fruits  (except  citrus). 

No    Change:    Butter,  wheat ,  lamb,  all  grades  of  beef,  dried  beans. 

Watermelon  and  poach  marketings  are  expected  to  reach  their  seasonal 
high  point  during  July,    Seasonal  increases  in  supplies  of  cantaloups , 
most  fruits  and  vegetables .  and  chickons  also  are  in  prospect  for  July. 
However,  marketings  of  eggs .  dairy  products,  and  pork,  are  expected  to  bo 
below  their  June  levels. 

Melon  supplies  during  July  probably  will  be  considerably  larger  than 
last  year.    This  increase  is  expected  to  be  due  entirely  to  larger  production 
of  watermelons.    V/atermclon  production  in  States  shipping  mainly  in  July 
is  about  40  percent,  or  12  million  melons,  larger  than  last  year.  Production 
of  cantaloups  for  shipment  in  July  probably  will  be  slightly  smaller  than 
last  year. 

Outlook  for  fruit  supplies  has  not  changed  in  the  past  two  weeks 
and  it  still  appears  that  supplies  won't  be  as  large  as  last  summer. 
Smaller  amounts  of  peaches ,  apricots .  sweet  cherries,  and  grapes  still  are 
expected.     Sour  cherries  and  s\imnicr  oranges  probably  will  be  more  plentiful. 
Little  change  is  in  prospect  for  supplies  of  pears  and  California  plums. 
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Market  supplies  of  tomatoes ,  which  were  scarce  in  the  early  months 
of  1940,  probatily  will  continue  relatively  loxge  during  July  and  most  of 
the  summer.    Supplies  ordinarily  increase  seasonally  at  this  time  of 
the  year.    Prodv-ction  in  the  commercial  tomato  producing  arca.s  which 
market  their  products  in  July  is  larger  than  last  year.    Large  suppli.es 
o.lso'  arc  expected  from  mcxket  ^QJ^fici^  areas  located  close  to  consi:ming" 
centers. 

Onion  supplies  in  July  may  not  "be  much  different  than  last  year, 
HoT/evor,  supplies 'may  ho  slightly  smaller  than  in  1959,  during  the 
remainder  of  thc:-.yt!ari  -.^  - : ;   :  . 

•  Potato  marketings  in  July  most  likely  vail  "be  slightly  lo-rger  than 
last  year.    Rather  :  he  ays'-  no,rkotihgs  are  expected  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  month,  and  in  early  AUf^st , 

Peak 'in  hut  tor  production  for  1940- appears  to  have  "boon  reached 
in  June,  and  monthly  decreases  in  production  are  in  prospect  during  the 
:remaindor  of  1940.  ".  '  '  ; 

Pork  supplies  during  the  1940-41  marketing  season  which  commences 
this  Octoher  1  won't  "be  as  plentiful  as  they  have  "been  during  the  current 
season.    However,  they  probahly  will  he  lorger  thrji  supplies  in  most  other 
years  since  1933,     The  reduction  in  supplies  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
farmers  ploji.to  raise  cvoouf  10  percent  fewer  pigs  this  coming  seo.son  than 
they  raised  in  the  season  now  drawing  to  a  close.    I>aring  July,  August,  and 
Septemher  -  the  remaining  months  of  this  season  -  the  outlook  still  is 
for  larger  pork  supplies  th:'.n  last  year. 

Beef  •  and  lojih  supply  outlook  ho.s  not  changed  in  recent  weeks.  Lamh 
supplies  this  summer,  ond  up  through  Hovcmoor,  prohahly  will  continue  larger 
thoji  lo-st  YQox ,    Total  Doef  supplies  are  not  expected  to  differ  much  from 
last  summer  with  la,rger  supplies  of  hotter  grade  cattle  offsetting  smaller 
supplies  of  lower  grade  cattle. 

Egg  supplies  in  July  may  not  differ  much  from  last  yeaj",  even  though 
supplies^  during  the  last  half  of  this  jeer  are  expected  to  he"  smaller  tlian 
in  1939.      Host  of  this  red\\ction  in  supplies  is  expecte'd  to  come  during 
the  latter  part  of  this  j'-ear. 
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Food  supplies  for  the~Teason  which  .opened  July  1,  are  expected  to 
be  fully  ample  for  our  usual  requirements.    Latest  report  on  crops,  issued 
July  1,  points  to  a  total  production  of  food  and  feed  crops  fully  up  to 
the  average  level  v/hich  prevailed  prior  to  the  1934  and  1935  droughts. 
Favorable  grovang  conditions  have  "been  largely  responsible  for  this  large 
crop  production.    Yields  per  acre  are  above  average,  offsetting  the  effect 
of  a  sharply  curtailed  acreage. 

I'Jheat  supplies  in  1940-41  probably  v;ill  be  about  the  same  as  they 
were  in  the  season  v;hich  ended  two  v;eeks  ago.     This  year's  crop  isn't 
expected  to  be  as  big  as  last  year's.    However,  the  carryover  of  old  crop 
\irheat  is  larger  than  last  year  and  this  just  about  offsets  the  reduction 
in  the  size  of  the  crop,     ■'.'holesale  flour  prices  have  declined  in  recent 
months  and  now  are  about  the  same  as  they  were  prior  to  the  outbreak  of 
war  last  August,    detail  flour  prices,  hov;ever,  still  are  about  a  cent 
a  pound  above  their  pre-war  level.     In  a  number  of  Northeastern  cities, 
retail  bread  prices  also  are  around  a  cent  a  pound  above  their  pre-v;ar 
level. 

Slightly  more  rice,  but  slightly  less  dry  beans  than  last  season 
are  in  prospect  for  19<':0-41.     Supplies  of  both  items  are  expected  to  be 
above  average.    The  current  beai  and  rice  crops  are  larger  than  last 
year.    But  stocks  of  beans  and  rice  remaining  from  last  season  are  not 
expected  to  be  as  large  as  the  unusually  big  carryovers  d,  year  ago. 

Sweetpotatoes  probably  won't  be  quite  as- plentiful  as  they  vjere 
in  1939-40.    Last  year's  crop  was  the  third  largest  of  record.  This 
year's  crop  is  expected  to  be  5  percent  smaller;  and,  except  for  1935, 
the  smallest  crop  since  1931,     Sweetpotato  marketings  generally  increase 
monthly  until  they  reach  their  peak  in  October  or  November.    They  then 
decline  during  the  remainder  of  the  season. 

Potato  production  in  the  late  producing  States,  source  of  most 
potatoes  marketed  from  September  through  April,  is  expected  to  be  about 
the  same  as  it  v/as  last  year,  but  belov;  average.    I'l/hile  supplies  during 
the  remainder  of  the  summer  probably  v;ill  be  about  25  percent  larger 
thaii  in  1939,  little  change  from  1939  is  in  prospect  during  the  fall 
and  winter  months.    Ordinarily  potato  prices  decrease  seasonally  during 
the  summer  and  fall  and  reach  their  low  point  vrhen  the  late  potato  crop 
harvest  is  at  its  peak  in  October. 
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Supplies  of  canned  vegetables  in  1940-41  may  not  differ  much 
from  those  last  season.    Acreage  planted  to  truck  crops  for  canning 
is  considerably  larger  than  in  1939,  and  a  bigger  pack  of  vegetables  is 
in  prospect.    However,  this  increase  is  expected  to  be  about  balanced 
by  a  smaller  carryover  than  last  year,  -i- 


Beef  supply  outlook  has  changed  in  recent  weeks  and  total  supplies 
in  July  and  August  may  be  slightly  smaller  than  last  year.    Earlier  it  vra,s 
expected  that  better  grade  beef  would  be  more  plentiful,  and  that  this 
increase  vrould  offset  smaller  supplies  of  average  grade  beef.    Hov;,  it 
aiopears  that  supplies  of  better  grade  cattle  may  not  be  as  large  as  last 
summer.     The  outlook  still  is  for  marketings  of  slaughter  cattle  to  in- 
crease monthly  durirg  the  balance  of  the  summer  and  the  early  fall. 

Supplies  of  fresh  fruit  available  for  domestic  cons\amption  this 
season  may  be  slightly  larger  than  in  1939.     The  total  fruit  supply  is 
expected  to  be  sli;<;htly  smaller  than  a  year  ago,    Hov;ever,  fruit  exports 
probably  will  be  smaller  than  a  year  ago,  and  some  reduction  in  the 
amount  of  fruit  used  for  canning  and  drying  appears  likely. 

Plentiful  supplies  of  most  vegetables  and  melons  are  in  prospect 
for  the  remainder  of  July.    Vegetable  marketings  ordinarily  reach  their 
season's  high  point  in  the  summer  months  v;hile  vratermelon  and  cantaloup 
shipments  are  heaviest  in  July  and  August,  respectively.    The  Department 
does  not  liave  complete  information  on  vegetable  production  in  the  sumiier 
months,  but-  available  information  points  to  larger  supplies  th-^ji  in  1939. 
This  year'  s  v;atermelon  crop.  is.  considerably  larger  than  last  y^ar.  An 
increase  in  cantaloup  production  in  States  shipping  in  July,  also  is 
expected, 

"SUrJPLUS  AGRICUITUPAL  COlulODITIES" 

Poods  considered  as  "surplus"  in  all  States  on  July  15,  are  as 
follov/s: 

BUTTEPi,  EGC-S,  POEK  PHODUCTS  (including  lard); 
DHIBD  PRIMES,  BAISINS,  DRIED  BEAl^S; 
CORN  MEAL,  HOMINY  GRITS,  RICE,  TSEAT  FLOUR,  mOLE  V/HE/vT  (Graham)  ELOUS 

Oranges,  previously  listed,  have  been  dropped  and  two  vegetables 
have  been  a.dded  to  the  list  of  foods  designated  as  "siirclus  commodites" 
under  the  I'ood  Stamp  Plan.    The  two  vegetables  added  (t jr..atoe5  and  snap  beans,) 
to  the  five  (beets  ^  cabbage ,  carrots ,  peas .  and  spinach;  placed  on  the  list 
last  month,  are  designated  as  surplus  in  certain  States  only,  and  for  the 
period  ending  July  21. 
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?ood  supplies  in  August  may  "be  a  little  larger  than  they  v/ere  last 
year.     Supplies  of  dairy  products,  pork,  lamb,  lard ,  fresh  veff:etables. 
melons,  and  potatoes  probably  will  be  above  their  1939  level.  Smaller 
supplies  of  beef,  e.^gs .  poultry,  and  sweet  potatoes  are  in  prospect. 
Total  fresh  fruit  supplies  v;on't  be  quite  as  big  as  last  year.    But  the 
amount  available  for  domestic  consumption  is  expected  to  be  larger  than 
in  1939  because  of  reduced  exports  and  a  smaller  use  in  canning  and  drying. 

Vegetable  supplies  in  August  ordinarily  aren't  much  different  than 
in  July  but  fruit  supplies  are  considera.bly  larger.    During  August,  marketings 
of  cantaloups .  nectarines .  huckl eb er r i e s ,  and  green  corn  usually  reach 
their  seasonal  high  point.    Pear  shipments  are  much  larger  than  in  July, 
and  only  slightly  below  their  September  high  point.    Aprle  and  grape 
marketings  increase  slightly,  but  peach  marketings  decline.     The  seasonal 
decrease  in  peach  supplies  this  year,  may  be  less  than  usual  due  to  a  small 
early  peach  crop. 

Both  watermelons  and  cantaloups  probably  will  be  more  plentiful  than 
they  were  last  August.    However,  the  increa.se  in  watermelon  sup-olies  most 
likely  vrill  be  considerably  larger  than  that  in  cantaloups.  V/atermelon 
marketings  appear  to  have  reached  their  seasonal  high  point  and  shipments 
are  expected  to  decline  until  the  season  ends  next  month. 

Beef  and  lamb  probably  will  be  more  plentiful  than  during  July,  but 
smaller  pork  supplies  are  in  prospect.    Ordinarily  cattle  and  lamb  slaughter 
increases  in  the  late  summer  and  fall,  and  reaches  its  high  point  for  the 
season  in  October,    Hog  slaughter,  hov;ever,  generally  reaches  its  seasonal 
lov;  point  in  August,  and  then  expands  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
The  outlook  for  the  last  half  o/ 1940  still  is  for  more  pork  and  lamb,  but 
less  beef  than  a  year  ago.    The  Increase  in  pork  supplies  is  expected  to 
occur  prior  to  October,  because  supplies  from  October  to  December  may  not 
differ  much  from  a  year  earlier. 

l&'rdL  continues  to  accumulate  in  cold  storage  warehouses,  and  stocks 
on  July  1,  were  the  largest  they've  ever  been.    Stocks  not  only  are  about 
twice  as  large  as  they  v;ere  last  year,  but  also  are  do\ible  average  size. 
V/hile  lard  supplies  during  the  remainder  of  1940  probably  v;ill  be  more 
plentiful  than  last  year,  the  outlook  is  for  smaller  lard  supplies  during 
most  of  1941. 


(Over) 
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Poultry  and  egg  outlook  for  the  last  haif  of  1940  has  not: changed 
recently  and  it  still  appears  that  supplies' v/on't  he  as  large  as  they  were 
a  year  ago.    Egg  supplies  in  August,  hov/ever,  may  not  differ  much  from 
last  year,  because  most  of  the  prospective  supply  reduction  is  expected 
to  come  the  latter  part  of  1940.    Ordinarily  egg  supplies  in  August  are 
smaller  than  in  July,  v/hereas  poultry  supplies  are  larger.    August  also 
marks  the  start  of  the  season  for  fresh  killed  roasting  chickens. 

Milk  production  during  the  late  summer  and  fall  may  he  at  record  or 
close  to  record  levels  if  weather  conditions  continue  favorahle.  Pastures 
are  "better  than  last  year,  and  the  numher  of  cows  has  increased.  Current; 
stocks  of  evaporated  milk  and  cheese  are  larger  than  last  year,  hut  stocks 
of  hutter  are  smaller.    With  a  larger  prospective  production  of  dairy  pro- 
ducts this  summer  and  fall,  it  appears  that  total  supolies  of  cheese  and 
evaporated  milk  will  he  considerably  larger,  and  butter  supplies  slightly 
larger  than  last  ye&T, 

Turkey  supplies  this  fall  and  winter  probably  won't  be- quite  as 
large  as  they  were  a  year  ago.    Earlier  this  year  the  outlook  was  for 
larger  supplies.    But  farmers  changed  their  hatching  intentions.    A  more 
complete  report  on  prospective  supplies  will  be  available  next  month. 

Supplies  of  canned  and  dried  fruits  for  the  1940-41  season  probably 
won't  be  as  large  as  they  were  in  1938-39.    Hov/ever,  if  exports  continue 
at  present  low  levels,  supplies  available  for  domestic  consumption  may  be 
larger  than  last  season. 

Orange  and  grapefruit  supolies  this  winter  may  be  close  to  the  record 
large  supplies  of  1938.    Production  information  is  not  available  as  yet, 
but  the  conditions  of  these  crops  is  reported  to  be  unusually  good,  '■.'inter 
grapefruit  usually  commence  to  move  to  market  in  volume  in  September,  and 
heavy  winter  orange  shipments  commence  in  October.    Oranges  marketed  from 
August  to  October  come  from  the  summer  crop  in  California.    This  crop  is 
considerably  larger  than  a  year  ago. 


a 


I 

1 


Volume  lY,  lIujnTDer  18 


Issued  by  Gansumers'  Counsel  Divisioa 


iA^cultmal  Adjustment  Administration,  Washin^n,  D.  C. 


August  15V  1940 


Formal  food  supplies  for  the  remainder  of  the  yerr  are  in  TDros- 
pect  according  to  <iThe  National  Food  Situation,"  recently  published 
y  the  Department.     Significant  facts  about  the  food  outlook  in  this 
report  are  as'  follows; 

Supplies  of  vheat  are  sufficient  to  meet  all  domestic  require- 
menoo  rixd  to  provide  surpluses  for  ex^oort.  as  also  are  rice  supplies. 

Total  domestic  supplies  of  fresh  fruits  daring  1940-1941 
prob.bly  .rill  bo  slightly  above  thFs^ f T^y ea r ,  ,td  in  line  with 

^if ^r:::  ^'Sf  °r     ^^^^^^^^^  ----  c^rfii-^std 

I^.C^'/^  """^  ■^•^  plentiful  as  in-l[939r4C7^1  be  ■ 

su.^lies    ZlrT'''^  ^^^^f  i*^^^  -^^y  earlier  year.  Vegetable 

!TfJ  -"^f^f^^^^-     -^^-e  P°-^"o  c-op  is  expected  to  be  somew^nt  ^ar^r 
although  this  increase  .ill  be  partly  offset  by  a  smaller  ;r;duc^?;n 
of  sweetpot^atoes.     Diy  edible  bean  supplies  will  be  smile?  ?haH°st 
year,  but  well  above  thrT925-29irverage .  smaller  than  l..st 

^  ^  supplies  in  the  second  half  of  1940  will  be  larger 

moS  ^P-^-S  period  since  1934,  with  ^  accountirf  for 

nost  of  the  increase.     Suioplies  during  1941  are  ex^^d  to  be  som'e 
^it  cr"'''%'or1^        1940,  however,  reflecting  a  decrease  in  L  1940 

?robaS?*wi^^l  J      T"'"''  "'-^'^-^  ^PPli^^  available 

probably  will  be  as  large  as  in  1939-40,  and  will  exceed  those  of  recent 

little  fnl^/^  ""fT  ^^^^ehter  and  beef  output  ha.^e  changed  relatively 

ci  asfng!  ^te  ?  fie'ti'n^o'r:;  "^'^^^  "-^"^  "^^^  ^-^^^^^ 

T^ectP^  ?n  1^      reflection  of  the  increasing  cattle  numbers  may  be  ex- 

?::nrirbe:f^::t^?f °^  ^^'^'^  ^^^^  -d^an  u^wa^ 


Yearly  production  of  lamb  and  n^itton  has 
la  st 
Coming  year. 


in  thp  1^^-^  ^A^^  ,     ^^.^v  vv^x.  .ia.s  held  relatively  stable 

the  ..s.  .xve  years  and  no  materiar^h^ges  are  expected  during  the 


(0\r3ll) 
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^applies  of  "both  poultry  and  eggs  are  expected  to  a  little 
smaller  in  the  1940-41  season  than  in  1939-40.     Total  poultry  s^apx^lies 
are  expected  to  "be  about  6  percent  smaller  v/hile  egg  supplies  nay  "be 
about  2  percent  less  than  the  figure  for  last  year.    The  decrease  in 
chicken  and  egg  production  follows  the  fairly  regj.lar  3-year  cycle, 
with  the  past,  tvro  years  shov;ing  an  increasing  production  and  this  year 
the  reverse.     Turkey  supplies  are  escpected  to  te  about  5  percent 
smaller  in  1940-41  thrji  in  1939-40,  but  they  will  continue  nrach  larger 
than  in  previous  years.     Turkey  production  h-as  increased  rapidly  since 
1930,  v;ith  1939-40  supplies  15  percent  larger  than  in  the  preceding 
year. 

prospective  sapplies  of  but ter  and  other  dairy  produc ts  for 
the  coming  12  months  are  in  line  with  the  large  supplies  of  recent 
seasons.    With  better  th^n  average  pasture  conditions  this  Ssinner  and 
plentiful  feed  supplies  in  prospect  for  somewhat  larger  herds,  there 
is  every  indication  that  usual  supi;lies  of  dairy  products  vail  be 
available. 

Production  of  edible  fats  and  oils  in  the  United  States  in 
1940-41  is  expected  to  exceed  all  previous  records.     Soybean  oil  pro- 
duction probably  will  rpach  a  new  peak,  ivlth  corn  oil,  peanut  oil , 
and  olive  oil  likely  to  be  above  average.    Lard  production  may  be 
slightly  less  than  the  average  for  the  five  years,  1925-29,  pro- 
duction of  Cottonseed  oil  will  also  be  slij'^htly  below  average. 


"SURPLUS  AGRICULTUEIAL  CQM-IODITIES" 

Poods  considered  as  "surplus"  in  all  States  on  Aug^ost  15,  are  as 
follows: 

DHIED  PiTJI^lZS,  HAISIITS,  DRIED  EZAITS; 
APPLES,  PEARS,  C?A:::}ES; 

BUTTER,  EGOS,  PORPI  PRODUCTS  (including  lard); 
COEl-T-  MEAL,  EOMIITY  GRITS,  ?JCE,  ^'HZAT  FLOUR,  WHOLE  WEZAT 
(Graham)  PLCUR 

In  addition  to  these  foods  some  fresh  vegetables  and  peaches 
have  been  designated  ns  surplus  in  various  States, 
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September  marks  the  beginning  of  the  ff.ll  vegetable  season 
and  the  decline  in  siiramer  vegetables  provided  by  local  market  gardens. 
Supplies  of  green  and  yellow  vegetables  will  begin  to  decline  season- 
ally while  root  crops  increase.    Local  supplies  will  continue  until 
frost  nips  them.    At  the  same  time  the  soft  fruit  season  such  as  fresh 
apricot s.  figs,  plums  and  peaches  will  begin  to  decline  in  September, 
while  the  harder  fruits — apples,  pears,  citrus — and  the  nut  crops  will 
increase  seasonally. 

The  late  potp.to  crop — this  fall's  and  winter's  supply — is  about 
the  same  as  last  year.    Although  larger  in  the  eastern  States  it  is 
smaller  in  western  States  and  about  the  same  in  central  States.  Late 
cabbage,  cauliflower,  cucumbers,  and  vratomolons  are  estimated  as  in 
larger  supply  than  a  year  ago.     Late  domestic-type  ca.bbago  supplies  will 
be  about  l/2  larger  than  in  1939.     Late  onion  supplies  vrill  be  about  15 
percent  smaller  than  last  year.     1940  has  been  an  unfavorable  year  for 
onion  production,  with  a  short  early  prop,  due  to  adverse  vreather,  and  a 
continuation  of  short  supplies  into  the  late  producing  areas.     The  peak 
of  fro  sh  -Q  on  ate  shipments  has  passed  but  northern  supplies — ample  but 
slightly  less  than  last  year — will  continue  until  stopped  by  frost. 
Supplies  of  spinach  are  light  and  will  continue  so  until  ccolsr  wegither 
brings  on  the  fall  crops  in  late  September  and  October,     Squash  supplies 
are  indicated  to  be'  only  fair,   suffering  from  lack  of  rain,  Eggplaift"^ 
is  reported  in  excess  of  last  year,  with  peak  movement  expected  in  early 
Sej^it ember.    Late  lettuce  production  is  slightly  under  a  year  ago  but 
rabove  normal. 

Oomnercial  apple  supplies  are  smaller  than  last  year' s  large 
crop.    However,  there  should  be  ample  for  domestic  users  because  a 
sizable  proportion  of  the  crop  usually  is  exported  and  the  European 
situation  will  largely  stop  this  outlet,  which  will  add  that  much  to 
the  supply  for  domestic  use.     Table  grapes  from  California  are  expected 
in  large  quantities,  equaling  last  year.    The  supply  of  raisin  grapes — 
part  of  which  may  be  shipped  fresh—also  is  about  the  sane  as  last  yea,r. 
The  production  of  raisins  may  bo  somewhat  smaller  than  a  year  ago  but 
about  normal,  and,  with  prospective  smaller  exports,  the  supply  for 
domestic  use  may  reach  last  year's  proportions. 


(OVER) 
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Pear  marketings  from  the  Pacific  Coast,  as  well  as  nearly 
areas,  are  in  full  swing,  with  lil^oral  supplies — slightly  a^bovo 
last  year — in  prospect.    Bartletts  from  California  will  'be-  largely 
finished  in  September,  with  Oregon  and  V/ashingt.on .3artletts  follovj- ■ 
ing  immediately  in  heavy  supply.     Pall  and  v;inter  pears— such  as-  - 
Bosc,  D'Anjou,  Cornice  and  Winter  Welis — again  will  "be  plentiful^ 
largely  hecause  of  the  decreased  exports. 

The  poultry  raid  egg  situation  looks  somev/hat  less  favorahle. 
The  effects  of  the  past  spring's  smaller  hatchings  will  "be  felt  in 
shorter  supplies  of  fresh  eggs  and  young  chickens.    To  offset  this,  a 
relatively  large  supply  of  f ov;ls — hens — is  expected  during  the  fall 
months,  resulting  from  the  reduction  of  fairly  large  farm  flocks.  The 
supply  of  turkeys  is  only  slightly  smaller  than  last  year's  large  sup- 
ply. 

Milk,  production,  which  has  been  large  all  during  the  year,  con- 
tinues so^    But t er .   cheese,  and  evaporated  milk  production  are  higher 
than  a.  yenr  ago,  but  butter  stocks  on  Aug-^ast  1  were  less,  evaporated 
m.ilk.  stocks  also  were  less  but  above  normal,  and  cheese  stocks  were 
the  highest  of  record. 

Presh  meat  supplies  are  expected  to  continue  relatively  heavy 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  although  in  less  .aiTiple  supply  than 
durintj  the  first  half  of  1940,  when  livestock  marketings,  especially 
hogs,  were  very  heavy,  compared  to  a  year  ea.rlier.'    Seasonal  increases 
in  marketing  occur  during  the  fall  months  but  the  increase  during  the 
remainder  of  1940  is  not  expected  to  be  p.t  as  fast  a  rate  as  during 
the  last  half  of  1939.     The  larger  1940  lamb  crop  should  result  in 
larger  marketings  of  lamb  in  the  last  half  of  1940.     The  better  grades 
of  beef  are  expected  to  continue  ir.  relatively  heavy  supply  and  about 
the  same,  as  a  year  ago.     Hog  marketings  during  the  first  half  of  1940 
have  been  heavy,  due  to  the  Inrge  1939  pig  crop.     The  1940  pig  crop 
is  about  10  percent  smaller  than  a  year  rigo.     The  effects  of  the  smal- 
ler 1940  pig  crop  in  the  form  of  smaller  marketings  are  expected  to 
occur  after  November  or  December,     Lard  stocks  still  continue  exception- 
ally l^rge. 
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i'larked  price  increases'  in  moat  animo,ls  vrliich  occurred  the  latter 
po,rt  of  August,  and  in  some  cases  in  early  SeTJitcmlicr,  seem  to  "bo 
temporary.     Durin;'^  the  past  week  or  so,  prices  of  Icjnh  and  hogs  lio.ve 
declined -and  slight  decreases  o.lso  have  occurred  in  cattle  ■  prices .  ITot- 
vrithstanding  these  decreases,  livestock  x^rices  still  are  higher  than  the:/ 
vrcrc  lo>st  year.     These  higher- than- lo.st-August  prices  appear  to  he  mainl;7" 
duo  to  increased  consujiier  purchasing  povrer,  which  has  offset  the  effect 
of  larger  meat  supplies. 

Diffcncntial  ■botTiccn  the  prices  of  mcdimi  and  top  grade  "beef  ha,G 
iridoned  considerahly  as  the  result  of  these  recent  price  f luctup.tions . 
When  cattle  prices  vrent  up  in  Augu.st,  price  increo.sos  were  most  pro- 
nounced in  "better  grp.de  hcef.     3ut  when  -prices  moved  dovm,  price  decreases 
vjcrc  largest  in  average  grade  hcef.     In  the  early  part  of  August,  the 
price  of  100  pounds  of  choice  cattle  at  Chicago  was  $2.37  higher  thr.n  the 
price  of  the  same  rjnount  of  modiuin  cattle.    By  nid-Septcnher  this  differen- 
tial h.ad  jujnped  to  $3.50,  nearly  twice  its  level  of  a  year  ago. 


Meat  supply  outlook  for  1940  has  not 


cnangcd  m  recent;  wcckg, 


lo-nh  than  last  year  and  about  the  sai-,:c  pxioujnt  of  "beef  and  pork  still  arc 
expected.     Beef,  pork,  and  lajnh  supplies  also  are  expected  to  increase 
seasoiiallj'-  during  the  remainder  of  Septemocr. 

Tege table  supplies  during  the  renainder  of  the  month  and  in  co.rly 
Octohcr,  x^J^ohahly  vrill  continue  larger  th<an  last  year.     Increases  over 
1939  levels  are  expected  in  supplies  of  sno-p  heans ,  "beets ,  cahhage , 
cauliflower,  carrots  and  celery.     Srio.ller  supplies,  however,  are  in  pro- 


spect for  onions    tomatoes ,  and  peas 


Some 


of 


the  onions 


and  cahhage 

nov/  oeing  harvested  will  he  placed  in  storage  for  Kcarketing  du.ring  the 


winter  months, 


nc  supply  outlook  for  these  tvro  vcgctahles  during  the 


entire  vrintcr  thus  will  be  about  the  same  as  at  present. 

Supplies  of  both  potatoes  and  sv/eetpotatoes  for  marketing  this 
fall  and  v/inter  have  been  incrop.sed  over  previous  exT)ectations  by  favorable 
weatiier  conditions.     The  outlook  a,t  present  is  for  slightly  more  (3  percent) 
potatoes,  but  much  less  (8  percent)  swoctpotatocs  than  a  ~car  ago. 
Marketings  of  these  two  vegetables  generally  incren-sc  scasono.lly  in 
September.     This  upwo.rd  trend  in  sv/eetpotato  marketings  generally  continues 
through  xTovember,  but  high  point  in  potato  marketings  ordinarily  is 
reached  in  October. 
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Cr.anocrrics  proop,bl7  v/on't  "be  r.n  plcntif-al  r.s  tho'f  i-roro  "co.r 
r,go,  vrhcii  fr.rracrs  hai'vostcd  th?,  t]iii*d  Inrgos-t  crop  of  record,  Unfr.vorr.Dlc 
ijcntlicr  conditions  tliis  ycr.r  hr:.vo  curtr.ilcd  production  in  I-Iri-sso,ch.ri.5Ctts, 
:-;hich  ordinaril7  furnishes,  o.'bout  two -thirds  of  tlio  annuel  cranocrr" 
sup'ol".     Consequently  tlio  current  crop  is  c::pccted  to  "be  r.bout  20  percent 
loss  tlir^.n  in  1939,  nnd  slightly  TdcIoi//  p.verngo.     CranDcrry  no.rketir^s 
generally  increase  scasonoJly  fron  September  to  ITovcmber,  v;hen  suxDplics 
arc  most  ]Dlentiful.    The  season  crdinri.rily  ends  in  December. 

ITruit  prospects  have  not  changed  materially  dioring  the  past  month. 
!I;hc  outlook  still  is  for  less  ap'oles  and  peaches ,  more  pears ,  and  about 
the  saine  pxiount  of  grapes  as  last  yeai'.    Ordir^^rily  marketings  of  each 
of  these  fi-uits,  e:ccept  peaches,  incrco-se  seasonally  in  September.  The 
increase  in  apple  and  grape  marketings  generally  continues  through 
October,  v/hon  marketings  reach  their  seasono.l  high  point,    ?car  marketings, 
however,  usually  reach  their  pcal^:  in  September,  pjid  then  decrease  until 
the  new  croj)  is  availp-blo  in  the  sujnmcr. 

I-Ielon  sco.son  is  rapidl^"-  dravring  to  a  close.     September  usxially  is 
the  lo.st  month  of  heo.v^,'-  marketings  of  cantaloups ,  v/atermelons ,  and  honey- 
ball  melons.     Gas  abas ,  persian  melons,  ojid  hone;'dov;s ,  however  still  .are 
mo,rketed  in  quantity  in  October,     h'clon  supplies  during  the  rema,indcr  of 
the  season  probably  v/on' t  differ  much  from  a  ycp.r  .ago. 


"SUHPLUS  AGHICULTUPuAi  COICIODITISS" 

Joods  considered  as  "surplus"  in  all  States  on  September  15,  are  as 
follov/s: 

DHISD  PRUllUS,  SAISIIIS,  DUISD  EE.IITS; 
APPL3S,  PSilHS,  OHiUTC-SS; 

3Un:TER,  3GGS,  POHK  PRODUCTS  (including  lard); 
COPIT  1-SAL,  HOI'lIilY  C-PJTS,  PICS,  ':r{IlAJx  PLOUR,  ':IEOIE  ':mL11 
(C-raliam)  FLOTB 

In  addition  to  these  foods,  some  fresh  vcgeta.blos  rziC.  peaches  liavo 
been  designated  as  suipliLs  in  vr.rious  States. 
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Apples  and  grapes  ordinarilj'-  move  to  market  in  largest  volume  in 
October.     This  October  sup-olies  of  grapes  probably  will  be  about  the 
same  as  last  year,  but  smaller  supplies  of  apples  are  in  prospect.  The 
1940  apple  crop  is  about  20  percent  smaller  than  last  year.     I-:o-.-/ever , 
the  reduction  in  supplies  available  for  domestic  consumption  won^t  be 
quite  as  large  as  this  in  view  of  deduced  erport  prospects. 

Supplies  of  tender  vegetables  in  October  probably  v/on't  be  quite 
as  plentiful  as  they  were  last  month,  but  larger  supplies  of  the  more 
hardy  vegetables  (onions,  potatoes,  etc.)  are  in  prospect.     This  is  the 
usual  seasonal  change  for  this  time  of  the  year.     Total  supplies  of 
vegetables  in  October  may  be  a  little  larger  than  last  year.     In  the 
staple  vegetables  larger  supplies  of  potatoes,  cabbage  but  smaller 
supplies  of  onions,  sweetpo'ca.t oes  are  expected. 

Meat  -orices  appear  to  have  reached  their  fall  peak  and  then  turned 
do\ra.     At  the  end  of  September  prices  of  live  hogs,  lamb,  and  lower  grade 
cattle  were  back  to,  or  lower  than,  the  levels  which  prevailed  in  Aug-ust, 
prior  to  the  recent  lorice  Ujpsv/ing.    prices  of  good  and  choice  cattle 
were  still  considerably  above  their  ee,Tly  Augu.st  level,  but  v/ere  slightly 
below  the  high  point  reached  in  early  September.     Iraring  the  last  vreek 
of  September  prices  of  lower  grade  cattle  about  the  same,  and  prices  of 
hogs  and  lamb  ^\rere  lower,  prices  of  better  grade  cattle  higher  than  last 
year , 


Total  meat  supplies  in  October  are  expected  to  be  larger  than  in 
September  because  of  seasonal  increases  in  cattle,  hog  and  lamb  slaughter, 
rut  total  supplies  may  not  differ  much  from  last  October.     Little  change 
from  a  year  ago  is  expected  in  slaughter  of  cattle,  hogs  and  lamb.  Prices 
of  beef,  pork  and  lamb,  generally  decline  in  October  as  supplies  increase 
seasonally. 

Differential  between  prices  of  top  and  average  grade  eggs  ordinarily 
widens  sharply  in  the  fall  and  winter  months.     This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  prices  of  better  grade  eggs  generally  go  up  much  more  than  those  of 
average  grade  eggs.     In  May  and  J-one  of  this  year,  G-rade  B  eggs  were 
retailing  in  New  York  City  at  about  10  cents  a  dozen  less  than  G-rade  A 
eggs.     Last  week,  this  differential  was  19  cents.     In  several  weeks  last 
winter  the  difference  was  as  much  as  25  cents  a  dozen. 
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A  further  seasonal  reduction  in  egg  supplies  is  expected  this 
month.     Supplies,  prolDaol-y  mil  "be  smaller  than  last  -jeax.    Egg  pro- 
duction ordinarily  declines  monthly  during  the  last  half  of  the  year 
and  reaches  its  seasonal  low  in  >Jovemher. 

Canned  vegetable  sup-piy  outlook- has  changed  in  recent  weeks. 
Instead  of  being  larger  than  a  year  ago,  it  no-.v  appears  that  supplies 
of  all  canned  vegetaoles  \\dll  oe  slightly  (6  percent)  smaller.  Hov/ever, 
supplies  prooably  vail  be  about  the  same  as  average  supplies  the  past 
5  years,  and  the  fourth  lergest  of  record.    More  canned  peas,  but  less 
stringbeans ,  tomatoes,  and  corn  than  last  year  are  in  prospect. 
Prospective  supplies  of  peas  and  stringbeans  are  larger,  and  domestic 
tomatoes  end  com  about  the  sane  as  the  average  amounts  used  annually 
the  past  5  years.     If  canned  tomato  imports  from  Italy  continue  to  be 
restricted,  total  s^ipplies  of  tomatoes  may  be  belov  the  average  cons-junp- 
tion  levels  of  the  past  5  years.     These  imported  tomatoes  ordinarily 
represent  about  8  percent  of  the  average  annual  consumption  of  canned 
tomatoes  in  the  U.S. 

Turkey  supplies  this  year  no\\^  are  expected  to  be  slightly 
(1  percent)  larger  than  last  year's  record  size  crop.     Earlier  this 
/ear  the  outlook  was  .for  slightly  smaller  s-ipplies.    Marketings  during 
October  probably  vi?ill  be  larger  than  a  year  ago.     The  turkey  crop  is 
larger  and  farmers  are  expected  to  market  their  turkeys  earlier  than 
in  1S39. 

Supplies  of  butter  and  other  dair,'  products  are  expected  to 
decrease  seasonally  in  October.    However,  suprlies  probably  \-^ill  continue 
above  their  1939  level.     Ordinarily  butter  prices  advance  seasonally 
from  September  to  late  November  or  early  December,  \/nen  they  reach  their 
high  point  for  the  year. 

Florida  and  Texas  grapefruit  and  orange  seasons  are  expected  to 
open  later  than  usual  this  year.    Marketings  of  Florida  grapefniit 
probably  won't  be  large  until  the  last  half  of  this  month,  and  heavy 
shipments  of  Texas  grapefruit  aren't  expected  until  November.  Florida 
orange  shipments  may  not  be  large  until  the  last  week  in  October. 
Bulk  of  orange  supplies  in  October  mil  continue  to  come  from  California. 
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!'Jeather  conditions  duilng  the  past  month  vere  quite  favorable  for 
crop  production  and  the  outlook  no^v  is  that  production  of  all  crops 
for  feed  and  food  will  be  the  second  largest  of  record.    Production  of 
most  foods  also  is  expected  to  be  above  average  on  a  per  capita  basis. 

T.Tnusually  large  supplies  of  citrus  fruits  are  in  prospect  for 
this  winter  and  spring.    ?irst  report  of  the  season  on  these  fruits 
indicates  that  grapefruit  production  xvill  be  the  second  largest  of 
record.    A  record  large  orange  crop  is  expected. 

G-rape fruit  production  is  expected  to  be  about  22  percent  larger 
than  last  year's  freeze  damaged  crop.    About  half  of  this  year's  crop 
is  being  produced  in  Florida,  one-third  in  Texas,  and  the  remainder  in 
California  and  Arizona.     First  shipments  of  Texas  and  Florida  fruit 
moved  to  market  early  this  month  and  seasonal  increases  in  supplies  are 
expected  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 

Production  of  oranges  for  marketing  during  the  winter  and  spring 
is  expected  to  be  about  15  percent  larger  than  a  year  ago.    Tost  of 
this  increase  in  supplies  over  last  year  is  expected  to  be  noticed 
after  the  first  of  the  year  because  orange  supplies  in  the  fall  of  1939 
were  relatively  large  until  the  freeze  of  January  1940  curtailed  mar- 
ketings.   California  and  Florida  each  are  expected  to  supoly  around 
45  percent  of  the  winter  and  spring  oranges.     The  Florida  season  is  a 
little  late  this  year,  and  first  shipments  did  not  move  to  market  until 
the  early  part  of  October.     Orange  marketings  generally  increase 
seasonally  in  November  and  December. 

Prices  of  tender  vegetables,  such  as  tomatoes  and  string  beans, 
start  to  move  up  at  this  time  of  the  year  as  the  source  of  supplies 
shifts  from  northern  producing  areas  to  the  South  and  Far  ^est  States. 
Prices  go  up  because  supplies  are  smaller  and  must  move  longer 
distances  to  reach  consuming  centers.    ITorthern  areas  still  are  ship- 
ping tender  vegetables  but  marketings  are  expected  to  cease  after  the 
first  frosts.    Infomation  on  the  size  of  vegetable  crops  in  Southern 
and  Par  Western  States  for  winter  distribution  is  not  available  as  yet. 
In  view  of  a  larger  acreage  supplies  of  the  earliest  winter  vegetables 
may  be  larger  than  last  year,  provided  weather  conditions  are  favorable. 
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Karvestine:  of  potatoes,  onions,  cabtage  and  sweetpotatoes  in 
the  late  prod\icing  areas — sotirce  of  fall  and  winter  supplies  of  these 
hardj'-  vegetables--! s  nearing  completion.     Supply  prospects  have  not 
changed  materially  the  past  month.    Larger  supplies "of  potatoes  and 
cabbage,  but  smaller  supplies  of  onions  and  sv^eetpotato^s  than  last 
year,  still  are  expected.    Prices  of  these  staples  usvi.ally  reach  their 
lo^'  point  for  the  ,-ear  in  October  or  early  November,  v;hen  harvesting 
operations  are  at  their  peak.    Prices  then  ordinarily  move  uo  during 
the  winter  and  early  spring  months,  when  storage  holdings  are  the 
principal  source  of  suirply. 

Total  nut  supplies  are  expected  to  be  considerably  above  average 
but  smaller  than  supplies  in  3  of  the  past  5  years.    Compared  with  last 
year  considerably  more  pecans ,  slightly  less  walnut s  and  filberts,  and 
much  less  almonds  ore  in  prospect. 

Cranberry  production  probably  will  be  a  little  larger  than  expected 
a  month  ago  but  the  crop  still  is  considerably  smaller  (?Q  percent)  than 
last  year's  big  supplies.     Despite  this  reduction  from  a  year  ago,  sup- 
plies will  be  larger  than  in  3  of  the  past  5  years.     In  selecting  cran- 
berries Color  should  not  be  used  exclusively  to- judge  quality,  because 
color  primarily  is  an  indication  of  variety.     Top  qualit'f  cranberries 
have  a  fresh  plump  appearance,  a  high  luster  and  are  firm. 

Outlook  for  beef  supplies  has  been  changed  slightly  and  it  no\\r 
appears  that  better  grade  cattle  supiolies  for  the    remainder  of  1940  and 
the  first  half  of  1941  may  be  the  same  as  a  year  ago,  instead  of  being 
slightly  smaller.   :•  Despite  this  outlook  for  the  season  as  a  v;hole, 
supplies  of  better  grade  cattle  in  recent  weeks  have  continued  relatively 
small.    As  a  result  prices  of  bett-er  grade  live  cattle  at  Chicago  moved 
up  again  and  reached  new  high  points  for  the  j'^ear-.    While  prices  of  better 
grade  dressed  beef  also  went  up' slightly,  they  v;ere  still  below  the  high 
levels  to  which  they  advanced  early  last  month.     The  margin  between  the 
price  of  top  and  average,  qiiality  beef  widened  further  during  the  first 
half  of  October.  .  Sy- the  middle  of  the  month  this- margin  was  almost 
twice  as  large  as  a  year  ago.  . 

"SURPLUS  AaHlCULTURA.L  COMODITISIS".  . 

Foods  considered  as  "surplus"  in  all  States  on  October  15,  are 
as  follows; 

■  IRISH  POTATOES; 

.^PLSS,  PZARS,  ORAiTGSS;  " 
•  'DRISD  PRU:*?]S,  ■EiVI  SIlTS  ,-  DRIED  BSAi-^S;  ' 
\BUTTSR,  3GGS,  FOSIC"  PRODUCTS  ( including  l&rd) 
■  "corn  MSAL,  HOKINY  GRI^S.  •:-RICS,  I-.ThEAT.  ZLOUR,  '.-.'HOLi:  ".-.'HIAT 

'      (Graham)' FLOUR.' 

In  addition  to  these  foods,  some  fresh  vegetables  liave  been 
designated  as  surplus  in  various  States. 
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Food  sup'olies  for  Novern'ber  -^nd  the  Thanksgiving  holidays  ne.y  not 
differ  nuch  fron  the  total  s-j.,7plies  of  a  yenr  aco .     Supplies  of  some 
holiday  delicacies,  such  as  tiirkeys ,  are  expected  to  "be  larger  than  a 
ytar  e.go.     Other  foods  such  as  cranTserries  nay  not  be  as  plentiful. 
Nevertheless,  total  supplies  of  food  are  not  expected  to  differ  much  fron 
last  year  "but  are  expected  to  he  large  conp^-red  I'.dth  other  recent  years. 
Information  on  prospective  supplies  of  individual  foods  together  vdth  re- 
tail prices  a  week  ago  in  Uew  York  City  relative  to  last  year  is  given 
1?elow.     The  relationship  ■bet^^:een  current  and  1939  retail  prices  at  Thanks- 
giving may  not  be  the  same  as  it  v/as  last  week,  but  these  prices  give  some 
indication  of  how  the  price  level  already  ha>s  adjusted  itself  to  current 
supplies,  and  consumer  incomes. 

Turkeys .     Supplies  probably  ^^dll  be  more  plentiful  than  in  any  other 
Thanksgiving.     Three  factors  responsible  for  an  increase  over  last  year 
are  (a)  a  one  percent  increase  in  the  turkey  crop,  (b)  earlier' ma rketings , 
and  (c)  production  of  heavier  turkeys-     The  current  turkey  crop  is  the 
largest  on  record  and  about  one- third  larger  than  the  average  supply  (1934-38) 


Tom  turkeys  ordinarily  sell  at  lower  prices  per  pound  than  hen  turkeys. 
This  year  the  margin  is  unusually  wide  and  wholesale  prices  of  young  hens 
have  been  running  at  5  cents  above  the  price  of  the  heavier  v-eight  toms.  A 
larger  than  usual  premium  this  year  is  due  to  an  unusually  l=rge  supply  of 
heavy  turkeys.    Last  week  retail  prices  of  turkeys  in  Few  York  were  about  a 
cent  a  pound  loiver  than  a  year  ago.     Turkey  prices  have  been  below  last  ■ 
year's  level  during  the  entire  season  to  date. 

Other  poult r:;.     Supplies  of  chickens  are  expected  to  be  smaller  than 
a  year  ago  tut  larger  supplies  of  fowl  (poultry  over  1  year  old)  are  in 
prospect.    Last  week  the  retail  price  of  fov/l  in  Nev^  York  v/as  2  cents  a 
pound  lower  than  a  year-  ago  and  that  of  roasting  chickens  3  cents  higher. 

Moats.     Supplies  of  pork,  lamb,  and  beef  probably  vdll  be  about  the 
same  as  a  year  ago.    Pork- supplies  during  the  coming  year  (October  1,  1940- 
September  30,  194l)  are  expected  to  be  around  10  percent  smaller  than  in  the 
season  just  ended.    Nevertheless  pork  supplies  are  not  expected  to  drop 
below  their  1939  level  until  after  Thanksgiving.     The  amount  of  lamb  marketed 
this  month  will  depend  upon  how  many  lambs  grov/ers  hold  back  for  wool  pro- 
duction next  spring.     At  present  it  appears  that  November  supplies  probably, 
will  not  differ  much  from  a  year  ago.    Last  week  in  Uew  York  retail  beef 
prices  were  from  3  to  4  cents  a  pound  higher  than  a  year  ago,  fresh  and 
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smoked  pork  ^^^as  2  to  3  cents  a  pound  lo^-'er,  and  lamb  prices  were  also 
slightly  lower. 

Cranberries .     Supplies  probably  won't  be  nearl:/  as  plentiful  as  a 
year  ago.     This  year's  crop  is  about  20  percent  smaller  and  slightly  below 
average.    Uo  scarcity  of  cranberries  is  expected,  however,  because  the- 
current  crop  is  larger  than  in  3  of  the  5  years  prior  to  the  present.  Retail 
price  information  on  cranberries  is  not  available  but  wholesale  prices  last 
week  were  4  cents  g  ,pound  higher  than  a  year  ago. 

Chestnuts .    Relatively  small  supplies  are  in  prospect.    Most  chestnuts 
consumed  in  this  country  are  ordinarily  imported,  ^vith  Italy  the  main  source 
of  supply.     Imports  from  Italy  this  year  have  been  negligible  and  no  imports 
are  expected  this  month  in  view  of  war  conditions.    Lim.ited  domestic  chestnut 
supplies  will  be  available  this  year.    On  October  24,  55  barrels  of  California 
chestnuts  were  sold  at  auction  in  IJew  York  at  a  price  of  16  cents  a  po-ond.  A 
year  ago  imported  chestnuts  were  available  at  auction  at  from.  8  to  10  cents 
a  pound. 

Potatoes.     Slightly  (5  percent)  larger  supplies  of  white  potatoes, 
but  smaller  (9  percent)  supplies  of  sweetpotatoes  th?n  in  1939  are  expected. 
The  potato  crop  is  about  avera7:e  size  but  the  sv/eetpotato  crop  is  the  third 
smallest  in  the  past  10  years.    Retail  potato  prices  in  New  York  last  week 
were  1  cent  a  pound  less  than  in  1939  but  sv.'eetpotato  prices  were  slightly 
higher. 

Onions  and  cabbage.    Less  (15  percent)  onions,  but  more  (25  percent)  cab- 
bage than  in  1939  is  in  prospect.     These  crops  are  the  second  and  third  largest 
of  record.     The  retail  price  of  cabbage  in  Few  York  last  week  '.iras  1  cent  a 
pound  louver  than  a  year  ago,  bat  onion  prices  were  about  the  same. 

Tender  vegetables.  Supplies  during  the  Thanksgiving  holidays  vail  de- 
pend upon  weather  conditions  during  the  month.  Unless  weather  conditions  are 
unfavorable,  supplies  probably  will  be  slightly  larger  than  last  year. 

Canned  vegetables.     Total  supplies  are  expected  to  be  slightly  (5  percent 
sm.aller  than  la?t  year,  but  above  (7  percent)  average.    Peas  probably  \^rill  be 
more  plentiful  but  smaller  supplies  of  com,  string  beans,  and  tomatoes  are 
expected.    Total  vegetable  supplies  are  the  fourth  largest  of  record. 

Dairy  products  and  eggs.    More  dairy  products  but  less  eggs  than  a  year 
ago  are  in  prospect.     Last  week  the  retail  price  of  Grade  A  eggs  in  ^Tew  York  was 
3  cents  a  dozen  higher  than  a  year  ago  and  Grade  3  eggs  were  up  one  cent. 
Sutter  prices  were  one  cent  a  pound  higher. 

Fresh  fraits.     Record  crops  of  citms  fruits  are  reported  but  marketing 
controls  will  result  in  holding  back  some  supplies.    I-T  ever  the  less  it  is  ex- 
pected that  more  oranges,  tangerines,  and  grapefruit  v.dll  come  to  market  this 
I'inter  than  during  the  la?t  and  most  recent  years.    There  will  probably  be 
fewer  apples,  due  to  a  smaller  crop,  but  more  Toears  of  which  there  is  a  larger 
suoply . 
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'.\\vkez'^  STip"^!^''  oiitloo!:  has  ciir.ngcd  o's  o.  result  of  n,  severe  storr,i 
in  irroortant  mio.vrestern  and  lioc^z'  ''Oitjitain  tv'.rlcej'  producin-:^  States 
and.  prices  tliis  nonth  proTDabl;,"  v/ill  "be  higher  than  seemed  prohahle  earlv 
this  month.    Prior  to  the  storin  supplies  of  turker/s  in  "Tovemher  vrere 
ercpected  to  "be  m->ich  raore  plentiful  than  a  yes.r  a.go  due  to  a  larger 
crop  and  earlier  iTiarhetings .     ''.^he  cold  v;ave  killed  manj'-  tu.rlce^s  and 
delayed  movenent  for  Thanl-isgiving  marketing,     -te-oorts  received  "o;-  the 
Department  indicate  that  t]ie  total  turke"  crop  for  1940  no^r  vrill  oe 
slightly  smaller  than  last  year's  crop,  instead  of  heing  slightly 
lo.rger.     Uhe  crop,  h.oi/ever,  'rill  be  the  second  largest  on  record  and 
considerahly  ahove  average  (1934-3G)  levels. 

IHzolesale  ;Trices  of  turkeys  have  advanced  ahout  2  cents  a  pound 
the  jDast  v;eek  reflecting  the  storm  damage.     On  ITovemher  14-  wholesale 
;n-ices  of  ^'oung  toms  v/eighing  14  to  18  pounds  were  ahout  the  same  a,s 
a  3'ear  ago  v/hile  3'"oung  hens  v;ere  a  cent  a  pound  hif,;her.    Prior  to  the 
stora,  \/holesale  prices  of  "both  toms  and  .hens  vrere  loxier  than  a  7/ear 
ago.    Hen  turkeys  have  gone  up  more  tha.n  torn  turkeys  recently  and  hens 
still  are  selling  at  a  much  larger  than  usual  premium  ahove  the  price 
of  heavier  weight  toms, 

C^iiere  1ms  "been  no  recent  change  in  the  crarib_err^  supply  situa,tion. 
As  pointed  out  in  the  ITovemher  1  issue    supplies  are  e::p9Cted  to  he 
considerably  (20  percent)  smaller  than  last  year,  hut  larger  than  in  G  of 
the  past  5  years.     In  buying  cranberries  r.-emember  that  good  qualit:"- 
berries  have  a  fresh  plump  appearance,  a  high  luster  and  are  firm. 
Shrivelled  and  dull  looking  cranberries  generally  are  poor  qua.lity. 
Color  of  cranberries  indicates  variety,  and  should  not  be  used  as  a 
guide  to  qor.lity. 

"resh  vegetables  probably  v^ill  be  more  plentiful  than  they  v;ere 
last  fall  and  vrinter  and  prices  in  general  may  be  lov/er  than  a  year  ago. 
'Ihere  are  two  major  sources  of  domestic  vegeta,ble  sup'olies  in  the  fall 
and  winter  months,    Ha.rdy  vegetables    -  such  o.s  cabbage ,  onions  and 
potatoes  -  come  from  storage  ^ warehouses  in  the  l^orthern  States.  "lender 

-  come  from  Southern  and  Tar 


vegetables    -  such  as  peas , 


strin 


'.Testern  States,  v;here  vegetables  can  be  grown  in  the  foJ''.  and  v/inter. 
Storage  stocks  of  the  hardy  vegetables,  with  the  exception  of  onions  and 
svreetpotatoes .  are  larger  than  a  year  ago.     Supplies  of  tender  vegetables 
are  exoected  to  be  larger  than  a  year  ago  imless  weather  conditions  are 
unfavorable.    Vegetable  prices  have  advanced  seasonally  in  recent  v;eeks 
and  further  seasonal  advances  are  in  prospect  in  the  fall  and  winter 
months. 
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Prices  of  dairy  prod-gets  pro'ba'bly  vail  'oe  higher  than  they  vere 
last  v'inter  and  spring.     Supplies  of  - "nutter,  cheese  and  other  dairy 
oroducts  are  expected  to  be  lar-t^er  in  viev/  of  prospective  increases  in 
milk  production.     Hovefer,  an  increase  in  cons-amer  incomes  probahly  will 
more  than  "balance  the  •  effect  of  larp;er  sapplies.    V/holesale  prices  of 
"butter  have  advanced  4  to  5  cents  a  pound  the  past  2  months  and  a  fur- 
ther seasonal  increase  is  in  pro?pect  during  the  remainder  of  the  year. 
Butter  prices  generally  reach  their  hiijh  for  the  year  in  Decem'oer  and 
then  decline  during  the  following  6  months. 

Meat  outloo'K  for  the  remainder  of  1940  lias  not  changed  since  the 
last  report;  STipplies  of  "oeef ,  pork  and  Irmb,  combined  and  individually, 
probably  will  not  differ  much  from  a  year  ago.    Pork  supplies  are  ex- 
pected to  increase  during  the  remainder  of  "^Tovember  and  in  December  but 
the  increase  from  October  through  December  may  be  less  than  usual  because 
of  very  heavy  marketings  in  October.     Seasonal  reductions  in  beef  and 
lamb  supplies  are  in  prospect.    Retail  meat  prices  generally  decline 
seasonally  during  the  laso  2  months  of  the  year  but  this  year  a  smaller 
than  usual  decline  is  in  r)rospect. 

Smaller  poultry  and         supplies  and  higlier  prices  than  last  winter 
are  in  prospect.     The  d^ecrease  in  supplies  is  primarily  the  result  of 
the  smaller  hatch  this  sprin.-;.    Poultry  mancetings  are  increasing  season- 
ally at  present  and  further  increases  are  expected  until  December  when 
the  high  point  in  poultry  mar-^etings  for  the  year  ordinarily  is  reached. 
Sgg  marketings  on  the  other  hand  have  decreased  recehtly.    However,  in 
December  a  seasonal  upturn  in  supiolies  is  expected  because  "ovember  is 
generally  the  month  when  supplies  are  lowest  and  prices  reach  their 
seasonal  high  point. 

Statements  on  prosnective  prices  of  foods  included  in  the  current 
issue  are  based  upon  information  in  Department  of  Agriculture  publications 
available  to  the  general  public,     "future  issues  of  the  Mar'-cet  Service 
will  contain  -similar  price  information  when  the  information  is  available. 

"SLTIPLUS  AGRiajLTURAL  COl'iiXODITIES" 

Poods  designated  as  "surplus"  under  the  Food  Stamp  Flan  on  ^'ovember 
15,  were  as  follows: 

IRISH  rOTATOZS,  OITIOIJS,  CA33AG3; 
APPLES,  PILARS,  0RA.."iC'Z3,  GRAPZFRUIT; 
DRIED  PRIMES,  RAISirS,  DRIED  BE^^iI^S; 
BUTTER,  ECK>3,  PORIi  PRODUCTS  (including  lard)  ; 
CORN  MSAL,  H0KH7Y  GRITS,  RICE,  WHEAT  MUR,  WHOLE  WHEAT 
(Graham)  PLCUR. 
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